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VOYAGE 
St. K I L D A. 

The remoteft of all the Hebrides , 
or Weftern Ifles of Scotland: 

GIVING 
An ACCOUNT of the very remarkable In-' 
habitants of that Place, their Beauty and An- 
gular Chaftity (Fornication and Adultery being 
unknown among them) 5 their Genius for 
Poetry, Mufic, Dancing ; their forprifing Dex- 
terity in climbing the Rocks, and Walls of 
Houfesj Diverfions, Habit, Food, language, 
Difeafes and Methods of Cure $ their extenfive 
Charity f their Contempt of Gold and Silver, 
as below the Dignity of Human Nature ; their 
Religious Ceremonies, Notion of Spirits and 
Vifions, &c. &c. 

Towhichisadd^di**": ; • * , . 

An Account of Roderick, the 'late- litipo^Ti $kft± 




The FOURTH EDITION, corrected. 

The Inhabitants of St. Kilda are almoft the only People in the World 
tvho feel the Sweetnefs of true Liberty ; what the Condition of the 
People in the Golden Age is feigned to be* thai theirs really is. P. 67. 
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P R E F A C E. 



Ti /j[EN are generally fond enough of Novelty, 
Xy X not to fuffer any thing reprefented under 
, that plaufible Invitation to pafs unnoticed. A De- 
scription of fome remote Corner in the Indies JhaU 
be Jure to afford us high Ammufement, whilft a 
thoufand things much nearer to us might .engage our 
Thoughts to better purpofe, and the Knowledge of 
themferve to promote our true Inter eft, and the 
Hiftory of Nature. It is a piece of Weaknefs and 
Folly to value Things merely on account of their Dif- 
tance : Thus Men have travelled far in fearcb of 
foreign Plants and Animals, and continued Strangers 
to the Productions of their own Climate. The fol- 
lowing Relation, therefore, I hope will not prove un- * 
profitable or difpleafng, unlefs the Advantages of 
Truth and unaffeSled Simplicity Iffibuld pryndice.it 
in the Opinion offucb as are nwfctrtjlfag dhdx^i^ 
ous than folid and judicious. "~~ ? - : ■ ' J ' 
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The Author, born in one of the. m0;fpmi$#l><nnd 
fertile IJles in the Wejt of Scotland, by a laudible 
Curiofity was prompted to undertake the Voyage, 
and that in an open Boat, to the almoft manifejl 
hazard of his Ltfe; as the Seas and Tides in thofe 
Rocky IJlands are more inconftant and raging than 
in mojt other places. And be has been careful to 
relate nothing in the following Account, but what 
i be 



PREFACE. 

be ajfertsfor truths either upon bis own particular 
Knowledge, or from the conjlant and barnonious 
Tejlimony given him by the Inhabitants, People Jo 
pUin % and fo little inclined to impofe upon Man- 
kind, that ptrbatt no place in the WoHd^ at this 
T5°ay> knows Injtaricis liketheje of true primitive 
Honour and Simplicity, a People abhorring lying 
Tricks and Artifices, #s they da the m$ fojfbnous 
Plants, or devouring Animals. 

The Author confejfes fie might have put tbefi 
Papers into the Hands of fome capable of giving 
themjwbat they really want >a politer TurtiqfPbrafe, 
but be hopes for the Indulgence of at kaft the inteU 
figtnt Reader, who witl, always Jet a higfxt Value 
jipan uwdormd Truth in fuch Accounts than the 
utjnofl Borrowings of Arj % «r the Advantages of 
refined Languages* >v 
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VOYAGE 



St. K I L D A, &c. 




?HE various Relations concerning St. 
Kilda, given by thofe of the Weftern 
Ifles, and Continent, induced me to 
a narrow Enquiry about it: For this 
End I applied my felf to the prefent 
Stewardj who by his Defcription; and the Pro- 
ducts of the Ifland r which were brought to me, 
together with a Natural Impulfe of Curiofity, 
formed fuch an Idea of it in my Mind, that I de- 
termined to fatisfy my felf with going thither j 
it having been never hitherto described to any 
purpofe; the Accounts given by Buchanan and 
Sir Robert Murray, being but Relations from Se- , 
cond and Third Hands, neither of them ever 
having the Opportunity of being upon the Place. 
I attempted feveral times to vifit it, but in vain j 
until laft Summer, the Laird of' Mack-Leod 
heartily recommending the Care of the Inhabi- 
tants of St. Kilda to Mr. John Campbel, Minifter 
,B of 
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of. Harries, he went to St. Kilda, and I chear- 
fully embraced the Occafion j and accordingly we 
embarked at the Ifle Efay in Harries, May the 
2<}tb, 1697, the Wind at S. E. 

We fet fail with a gentle Breeze, bearing to 
the Weft ward, and were not well got out of the 
Harbour when Mr. Campbell obferving the White- 
nefs of the Waves attended with an extraordinary 
Noife beating upon the Rocks, exprefled his Dif- 
like of it, being in thofe Parts a Prognoftic of 
an enfuing Storm ; but the fame appearing feme- 
times in Summer, before exceffive Heat, it was 
flighted by the Crew. But as we advanced about 
two Leagues further, upon the Coaft of the Ifle 
Pabbay, the former Signs appearing more confpi- 
cuoujty, we unanimoufly concluded a Storm ap- 
proaching, which occafioned a Motion for our 
Return; but the Wind and Ebb-Tide concur- 
ring, determined us to purfue our Voyage, in 
hopes of arriving at our defired Harbour, before 
the Wind or Storm fhould rile, which we judged 
would not be fuddenly : But our fond Imagination 
was not feconded with a good Event, as will ap- 
pear ; for we had fcarce failed a League further, 
when the Wind inclined more Southerly, and 
altered our Meafures ; we endeavoured by the help 
of our Oars to reach the Haw-Jker Rocks, f6me 
Four Leagues to the South-Coaft, which we were 
not able to effeCt, tho* we confumed the Night in 
this vain Expectation. By this time we fo far ad- 
vanced in the Ocean, that after a fecond Motion 
for our Return, it was found impracticable, efpe* 
daily fince we could not promife to fetch any 
Point of Scotland-, this obliged us to make the beft 
of our way for St. Kilda, though labouring under 
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the Difadvantsges q£ Wind and Tide. Our Crew - 
extremely fatigued and difcouraged without fight 
of Land for Sixteen Hours ; at length one of them 
difeovered feveral Tribes of the Fowls of St. Ki'Ida 
flying, holding their Courfe Southerly of us, 
which (to fome of our Crew) was a Demonftra- 
tion we had loft our Courfe, by the Violence of 
of the Flood and Wind both concurring to carry 
us Northerly, though we fleered by our Compafs 
right Weft. 

The Inhabitants of St. Hilda take their Mea- 
- -fores from the Flight of thofe Fowls, when the 
Heavens are • not clear, as from a fure Compafs, 
Experience fhewing that every Tribe of Fowls 
bends their Courfe to their refpe&ive Queers, 
though out of fight of the Ifle ; this appearedfaear- 
ly in our gradual Advances; and their Motion 
being compared did exaftly quadrate with our. 
Compafs. The Inhabitants rely fb much upon 
this Obfervation, that they prefer it to the fureft 
Compafs; but we begged leave to differ from' 
them, though at the fame time we could not de- 
ny their Rule tb be as certain as our Compafs. 
While we were in this ftate, we difeovered the 
Ifle Borera, near Three Leagues North of St. 
Kilda, which was then* about Four Leagues to 
the South of us; this was a joyful Sight, and gave 
new Vigour to.ourMen, who being refrelhed with 
Vi<ftuals, lowering Maft and Sail, rowed to a 
Miracle: While they were tugging at the Oars, 
we plied them with Plenty of Aqua Vita to 
fupport them, whofe borrowed Spirits fo far 
wafted their own, that upon our Arrival at Bore- 
ra, there was fcarce one of them able to manage 
Cable or Anchor: We put in under the Hollow 
• B 2 of 
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of an extraordinary high Rock, to the North of 
this Ifle, which was all covered with a prodigious 
Number of Solan Geefe hatching in their Nefts ; 
the Heavens were darkened by their flying over 
our Heads, their Excrements were infuch quan- 
tity, that they gave a Tin&ure to the Sea, and at 
the fame time fullied our Boat and Cloaths : Two 
of them confirmed the Truth of what has been 
frequently reported of their ftealing from one an- 
other Grafs wherewith to make their Nefts, by 
affording us the following very agreeable Diver- 
lion, and it was thus : One of them finding his 
Neighbour's Neft without the Fowl, lays hold on 
the Opportunity, and fteals from it as much Grafs 
as he could conveniently carry off, taking his 
flight towards the Ocean ; from thence he prefent- 
ly returns, as if he made a foreign Purchafe, but 
it does not pafs for fuch. For the Owner had 
' difcovered the Fa£t, before the Thief had got out 
of fight, and, too nimble for his Cunning, waits 
his Return, all armed with Fury, and engages him 
defperately; this bloody Battle was fought above 
our Heads, and proved fatal to the Thief, who 
fell dead fo near our Boat, that our Men took him 
up, and prefently drefled and eat him; which 
they reckoned as an Omen of good Succefs in 
the Voyage, 

We propofed being at St. Kilda next Day, but 
our Expectation was fruftrated by a violent Storm, 
which almoft drove us to the Ocean; where we 
incurred no fmall Rifque, being no ways fitted for 
it; our Men laid afide all Hopes of Life, poflefled 
with the Belief that all this Misfortune proceeded 
from the Impoftor Roderick (of whom hereafter) 
who they believed had employed the Devil to raife 

' this 
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this extraordinary Storm againft Mr. Campbell, 
who was to counteract hiiti. All our Arguments, 
whether from Natural Reafon, or the Providence 
of God, were not of Force enough to perfuade 
them to the contrary, until it pleafed God to 
command a Calm* the Day following, which was 
the Firft of June, and then we rowed to St. Kilda. 
As we came clofe upon the Rocks, fome of the 
Inhabitants, who were then employed in fetting 
their Gins, welcomed us with a God fave you, 
their ufiial Salutation, admiring to fee us get thither 
contrary to Wind and Tide; they were walking 
unconcernedly on the fide of this prodigious high 
Rock, at the fame time keeping pace with our 
Boat, to my great Admiration, infomuch that I was 
quickly obliged to turn away my Eyes, left I 
fhould have had the unpleafant Spectacle of fome 
of them tumbling down into the Sea; but they 
themfelves had no fuch Fears, for they outrun 
our Boat to the Town, from thence they brought 
the Steward and all the Inhabitants of both Sexes 
to receive us: we approached the outmoft Part 
of the low Rock, called the Saddle; a Parcel of 
the Inhabitants were mounted upon it, having 
on their Feet the ufual Drefs on fuch Occafions, 
*\ e. Socks of old Rags fowed with Fearhers in- 
ftead of Thread; our Boat being come pretty 
near, it was kept off this Rock with long Poles; 
fome of their Number coming by Pairs into the Sea 
received Mr. Campbell and me upon their Shoulders 
and carried us to Land, where we were received 
with all the Demonft rations of Joy and Kindnefs 
they were able to exprefs; the Impoftor Roderick 
endeavouring to outdo his Neighbours, and plac- 
ing himfelf always in the Front of our Attendants, 

difco- 



difcovercd his Hypocrify . We ail walked together 
to the little Village where there was a Lodging 
prepared for us, furntthed with Beds of Straw; 
according to the ancient Cuftom of the Place, the 
Officer, who prefides over them in the Stew- 
ard's Abfaice fummoned the Inhabitants, who by 
Concert agreed upon a daily Maintenance for 
us, as Bread, Butter, Cheefe, Mutton, Fowls, 
Eggs, Fire, &c. all which was to be given in at 
our Lodging twice every Day; this was done in 
the moil regular manner, each Family by turns 
paying their Quota proportionably to their Lands: 
I remember the Allowance for each Man^r diem, 
befide a Barley Cake, was Eighteen of the Eggs 
laid by the Fowl called by them Lavy y and a 
greater Number of the leffer Eggs, as they differed 
in proportion ; the largeft of thefe Eggs is near in 
bignefs to that of a Goofe, the rpft of the Eggs 
gradually of a lefler Size. 

We had the Curiofity after Three Weeks Re- 
fidence, to make a Calculation of the Number of 
Eggs bellowed upon thofe of our Boat, and the 
Stewart's Birlin> or Galley ; the whole amounted 
to Sixteen thoufand Eggs : The Inhabitants, 
were thrice our Number, and muft confume a 
Number of Eggs and Fowls in proportion. From 
this it is eafy to imagine, that a vaft Number of 
Fowl muft refort here all Summer, which is yet 
the more propable if it be confidered, that every 
Fowl lays but one Egg at a time, when allowed 
to hatch. 

The Inhabitants live together in a fmali Village, 
carrying all the Signs of an extreme Poverty ; the 
Houfes are of a low Form, and the Doors all to 
the North-Eaft, to fecure them from the Shocks 
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of the tcmpeftiious Sooth- Weft Winds. The 
Walls of the Houfes are rudely built of Stone, the 
fhort Couples : joining at the ends of the Roof, 
upon whofe Sides fmall Ribs of Wood are laid, 
and thefe covered with Straw; the whole fecured 
by Ropes made of twkfted Heath, the Extremity 
of which on each fide is poifed with Stone to 
prefer ve the Thatch from being blown away. 
This little Village is feated in a Valley furrounded 
with Four Mountains, ferving as Ramparts of De- 
fence, and are fo many Amphitheatres, from 
whence a fair Profped; of the Ocean and Idea 
inay be feen in a fine Day. 

This Ifle is by the Inhabitants, as likewife by 
all the Weftern Iflandcrs, called ffirty Buchanan 
calls it Hirta\ Sir "John Narbrougb, and all Sailors, 
St. Kilda\ in Sea Maps it is called St. Kilder, 
particularly in a Dutch Sea Map from Ireland to 
Z eland y published at Amflerdam by Peter Goas in 
the Year 1663, wherein it is placed due Weft be- 
twixt Fifty and Sixty Miles from the middle of the 
Lewis, and the Ifle anfwers directly to the Fifty 
Eighth Degree of Northern Latitude, as marked 
upon the ends of the Map, and from it lies Rokol, a 
fmall Rock 60 Leagues to theWeft ward of St. J&lda -, 
the Inhabitants of this Place call it Rokabarra; this 
Map contains the Soundings of fome Places near 
St* Kilday thefe nc& exceeding Twenty or Thirty 
Fathom; it contains only the larger Ifle, and a 
part of the Leffer Iflesj this Ifland is alfo called 
St. Kilda, by a Company 'of French >and Spaniards ; 
who loft their Ship at Rbkol in the Year 1686, 
which they named to the Inhabitants of St. Kilda, 
whofe Latitude is Fifty feven Degrees and Three 
Minutes. 

The 
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The Air here is fharp and wholefonie; the 
Hills are often covered with ambient White Mifts, 
which in Winter are Forerunners of Snow, if 
they continue on the Tops of the Hills; and in 
Summer, if only on the Tops of the Hills, they 
prognosticate Rain ; when they defcend to the 
Valleys it is a Prognoftic of exceffive Heat, 
The Night here about the Time of the Summer 
Solftice exceeds not an Hour in length, efpecially 
if the Seafon is fair, then the Sun disappears but 
for a fhort Space, the Reflex from the Sea being 
all the time vifible; the Harveft and Winter are 
liable to great Winds and Rain, the South-Weft 
Wind annoying them more than any other ; it is 
commonly obferved to blow from the Weft for 
the moft part of, if not all, July. 

St. Kilda is Two Miles long from Eaft to Weft * 
in Breadth from South to North One Mile; and 
Five Miles in Circumference. It is naturally fenced 
with one continued Face of a Rock of great height, 
except a part of the Bay, which lies to the Sputh- 
Eaft, and is well defended generally with a rag- 
ing Sea: This Bay is Half a Mile in length, and 
as much in breadth; it is not common for any 
Vefiels to anchor within this Bay, in cafe of a 
Storm, as it might be dangerous for them; there-* 
fore they drop anchor at the Entry* judging it 
the fecureft; The only place for landing, is on 
the North fide of this Bay, upon a Rock with a 
litde Declination, which is flippery, being covered 
with feveral forts of Sea-Weeds ; thefe, with a 
boifterous Sea, render the Place almoft inaccef- 
fible, the Sea being feldom otherwife but under 
favour of a Neap Tide, a North-Eaft or Weft 
Wind, or with a perfect Calm; when thefe 
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Clrcumftances concur, the Birtin of fjbat Is 
brought tothe fide of the Rock, and all thfe Ir*- 
habitants of -both Sexes are ready to join their 
^united Force to hale her through ; for this end they 
have a Rope fattened to the Fore-part ; t and a com*- 
petent Number of them are employed on each 
fide; both thefc are determined by a Oyer, who 
is employed on purpofe to warn them all at the 
-fame Minute, and he ceafes whenever he finds 
it convenient to give them a breathing. 

At the Head of the Bay is a plain Sand, oAly 
to be feen m Summer, -the Winter-Sea wafhing 
it all off the* Stones ; there's no ^landing upon this 
Place with Safety, -which the Steward has learned 
to i his Coft. There is a Iktle Bay ©n the Weft 
fide of this Ifle, all faced : with an Iron-coloured 
Rock; fpme Veflels take Iheltefr here, when the 
Wind is at South or North-Eaft 5. there is a Place 
«of the Rock here on the South-fide the Rivulet, 
where you may 4and, : if a Neap-Tide or Calm 
offer. Th£ Sea is very impetuous every wherte 
about this Ifle; they Shewed me large Stones 
which were lately removed out of their place, 
and call into -the Gaffies t)ock ; iirieafured fome 
of them Whidi were in length fomefeven; others 
eight Feet, and three or four Feet iftbrtadth. •' 

On the South Part of the South-Eaff Bay is a 
little old ruinous Fort- called the Dtrtvn. It is 
evident from what has been already faid, -that this 
* Place may be reckoned among the ftrcrngeft Forts, 
Natural or Artificial, in the World; Nature has 
provided the Place with ftore of Ammunition for 
adting on the Defenfive; that is, a heapof loofe 
Stones in the Top of the Hill Oterveauf, directly 
above the Landing-place; it is very eafy to di£- 
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charge Vollies of this Ammunition direSly upon 
the Place of Landing, and that from a great emi- 
nence alinoft perpendicular; this J my felf had 
occafion to deqionftrate, having for my Piverfion 

{ait it in practice to the great Satisfaction of thp 
inhabitants, to whom this Defence had never 
hitherto occurred: But they are refolved to make 
life of this for the future, to keep off the Low- 
Janders, ^gainft whom of Ute they have conceiv- 
ed ftrong Prejudices. A few Hands may be ca^ 
pable of refilling fome hundreds by the above- 
mentioned Weapons. The Four great Mountains 
are faced on the fide towards the Sea, with Rocks 
of extraordinary height; the Hill Qmagir on the 
Jtforth fide, is not lefs than Two Hundred Far 
thorn perpendicular above the Sea, 

Aroupd this Jfle are Four Arches or Vaults, 
through which the Sea pafies, as does the Day- 
light frojn either fide, which is vifible to any, 
though at a confiderable Diftance j fome of them 
feprefenting a large Gate : Two of thefe look tp 
the South, and two North-Weft; that on the 
Point of the Weil Bay is fix Fathom high above 
Water, four in breadth, fifty Paces in length, 
the Top two Fathoqi thicjc, and very ftrong, thp 
Cattle feeding upon it, 

There are feveral Veips of different Stpnc to 
be feen in the Rocks of die Soyth-Eaft Bay \ upr 
oh the North fide of this Rock is one as it were 
put out by Nature, refembling a Terras Walk, 
The Chryftal grows under th? flock at the Land- 
ingrplace, this muft be pierced a Foot or twp 
deep, before the Chryftal can be had from thp 
Bed of Sand where it lies ; the Water at the bot- 
tom is of a J?lack polour$ the largeft Piece is p$t 
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fcfcove fotir Inches long, and about two in D&-< 
meter, each Piece Sexangular. > 

Upon the Weft fide of this Ifle lies a Valley 
with a Declination towards the Sea, with a Rivu- 
let running through the middle of it, on each 
fide of which is an Afcent of half a Mile ; all 
which Piece of Ground is called by the Inhabit- 
ants, The Female Warrior's Glen: This Ama- 
zon is famous in their Traditions : : Her Houfe or 
Dairy of Stone is yet extant ; fome of the Inhabi- 
tants dwell in it all Summer* though it be fome 
Hundred Years old ; the whole is built of Stone, 
without any Wood, Lime* Earth, or Mortar to 
cement it, and is in form of a Circle Pyramid-wife 
towards the Top with a Vent in it, the Fire be- 
ing always in the Centre of the FkxJr $ the Stones 
are long and thin, which fupplies the Defeft of 
Wood: The Body of this Houfe contains not 
above Nine Perfons fitting* there are three Beds 
or low Vaults at the fide of the Wall > which* con- 
tains five Men each* and are feparated by a Pil- 
lar \ at the Entry to one of theie low Vaults is a 
Stone ftanding upon one end; upon this (he is re- 
ported ordinarily to have laid her Helmet; there 
are two Stones on the other fide, upon which (he 
is faid to have laid her Sword: they tell you (he 
was much addi&ed to Hunting, and that in her 
Days all the Space betwixt this Ifle and that oiHar- 
ries, was one continued Tra£t of Dry Land. Some 
years ago a Pair of large Deers-horns were found 
in the Top oiOterveaul Hill, almoft a Foot under 
Ground, and a Wooden Di(h full of Deer's Greafe. 
'Tis faid of this Warrior, that (he let loofe her 
Grey-hounds after the Deer in St. Kilda* mak- 
ing their Courfe towards die oppofite Ifles. There 
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are feveral other Traditions concerting "this fe-t 
mous Amazon. But I fball trouble my Reader with 
bo mare of them. 

In this Ifte are plenty of excellent Foun- 
tains or Springs ; that near the Female Warrior's 
Houfe i$ reputed the beft : It is called Tou-bir-mm- 
teuy, importing no kf$ than the Well of Quali- 
ties or Virtues; it runs from Eaft to Weft, being 
fixty Paces Afcent above the Sea : I drank of it 
twice, an Englijb Quart each time ; it was very 
clear, exceeding cold, light and diuretic ; J was not 
able to hold my Hand in k above a few Minutes 
for its Coldnefs ; the Inhabitants of Harries find 
it effectual againft Windy-Cholics, Crave!, and 
Head-aches ; this Well, hath a Cover of Stone* ' 

There is a very large Well near the Town* 
called St: Kilder's Well ; from wttdi the Ifland 
is fuppofed to derive its Name.; this Water is not 
inferior to that above-mentioned ; it rims to jHe 
South-Eaft from.the North-Weft. 
. There is another Wdll within half a Mile of 
this, named after one Comrdan> an h&ndrad 
Paces above the Sea, and runs from North- Weft 
towards the Squth-Eaft, having a Stone Cover. 

Within twelve Paces of this is a fmall excellent 
Fountain> which thoje of Harries and St. x Kilda 
will needs call by the Author's Name, zpd were 
then refolved to give it a Cover o£ Stone, fueh ar 
is above defcribed. 

There is a celebrated Well iffiiing out of the 
Face of a Rock on the Nortk-fide of* the Eaflt 
Bay, called the Well of Youths but is only acoef* 
fible by the Inhabitants, no Stranger daring to 
climb the fteep Rock ; the Water of it is received* 
as it fglls > into the Sea \ it runs towards .the Souths 

" * Eaft. 
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Eaft. : The^afte of the, Wafer *>f thofe^RfdB 
wag & agreeable to me> that for feveraili\f«ks 
after, - the! heft. Fountains in the adjacent Hies 
feened to have Soft their: Rdflb. . TherQ is.a Ri* 
tukt runaing^clofe' by tljrTbwn, and another 
larger beyond Kilder's Well ; thk kft ferfes for 
wafhing Lmfiten, which it don as vrcit without 
Soap, as othet Water with 5 of this we^ Jhndr "Bxf 
perience, which was a Confirmation o£ what had 
been reported to us concerning this Water: We 
fearched if hi the Brinks we could difc&ver ' any 
Fullers-Earth y but found none; we : difcovered 
fbme Pieces of Iron-Ore in federal places; this 
Rivtilet drops from the Mofiy Ground in the top 
of the Hills. 

. The whole Ifland is one hard Rocky Termed 
into four high Mountains, three of which are in 
the middle* all thinly covered with Hack of 
brown Earth* not above a Foot, fome places half 
a foot deep; except the. lop of the Hitb, where 
it is above three Foot deep, and affords them 
^odd Turf; the Grafs is very fliort but kindly, 
producing plenty of Milk ; the number of Sheep 
commonly maintained in St+ Kilda> and the two 
adjacent Ifles, does not exceed Two thoufend, 
and generally they are fpeckled, fome White* 
fome PhiLunort, and are of a common lize> they 
do not referable Goats in any refpedt, as Buchanan 
was informed,* except in their Horns, which are 
extraordinary large, particularly thofe ia the lefc 
fcr Ifles. 

w The number of Horfes exceeds not ^ Eighteen v 
all of a Red Colour, very )ow, and fftiooth Skin* 
ncd, and are employed in carrying Turf and Corn, 
and at their Anniverfary Cavalcade, of which 

here- 
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Jiereafter* The Cows, which arc about Miild^ 
in number, fmall and great, have their Fore-heads 
White and Hack, which is difcernable at a great 
■diftanee, are of a low (feature* but fat and fweet 
Beef* the Dogs, Cats, and all the Sea-Fowls of 
this He are fpeckled. 

The. Soil is very grateful to die Labourer* 
producing ordinarily Sixteen, Eighteen, ot 
Twenty Fold ; their Grain is only Bear, and 
fome Oats ; the Barley is the largcft produced id 
all the Weftern Ifles ; they ufe no Plough but a 
kind of Crooked Spade ; their Harrows are of 
Wood as are die Teeth in the front alfo, and 
all the reft fuppliedonly with long Tangles of Sea-> 
ware tied to die Harrow by the fmall ends ; the 
Roots hanging loofe ^behind, (bitter the Clods 
broken by die Wooden Teeth ; this they are forced 
to ufe for want of Wood. * Their Arable Land 
is very nicely parted into Ten DivifiQns, and. thefe 
into Subdivisions, each diftinguifhedby the Name 
of fome Deceafed Man or Woman, who were 
Natives of the Place ; there is one Spot called 
Multa Terra, another Multus Agris. The chief 
Ingredient in their Comports is Afhes of Turf 
mixed with Straw ; with thefe they mix their 
Urine, which by Experience they find to have 
much of the Vegetable Nitre ; thiey do not pre-* 
ferve it in Quantities as elfewhere, but convey it 
immediately from the Fountain to the Afhes, 
which by daily Practice they find moft advanta- 

fjous ; they join alfo the Bones, Wings, and 
ntrails of their Sea-Fowls to their Straw 5 they 
fow very thick, and have a proportionable 
Growth ; they pluck all their Bear by the Roots 
in Hand fu Is, both for the fake of their Houfes, 

which 
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4$Ak& they thatdi with it, and their Cow$ which 
they take in, during the Winter ; the Corn pro* 
ducsd by this Compoft is perfe&ly free from any 
land of Weed * it produces much Sorrel where 
jthe Compoft reaches. ' \ . 

The CoaftofS/. Kild** -and the fcfferlfles, 
.6re plentifully furnifhed with variety of Cod, 
JLing, Mackarel* Congars, Braziers, Turbet, 
Graylords, Sythes ; thefe laft two are of the fame 
kind, only differing in bignefs ; fome call them 
jjlack Mouths 5 they are large as any Salmon, 
And fome what longer; there are afro Laiths> 
Podloes, Herring, and many more ; moft of thefe 
•are fifiied by the Inhabitants upon the Rock, for 
they have neither Nets npr long Lines. Their 
common Bait is the Lymphs or Patella, par* 
boiled ; they ufe like wife the Flelh of a Fowl cal* 
led by them Bowger, which the Fifh near the 
Jeffer Jfles catch greedily 5 fcmetimes they ufe the 
JBowger's Fleflj, and the P&ella at the f*me time 
upon one Hook, and this proves fucccfsfvU alfo* 
In the Month of July a confiderable quantity of 
Mackarel fun themfelves athoar, but always with 
% Spring-Tide, The Amphibia feen here* are the 
Otters ^nd Seals ; this latter the Inhabitants reckon 
very good Mejat ; no fort of Trees, not even the 
leaft Shrub grows h cre > ttP r ha? a Bee been ever 
feen here P . 

fjevinis, a Rock about fourteen Paces bight 
and Thirty in Circumference, bijt narrower 
at the Top, ftands about half a I^gue to 
the South-Eaft Bay, covered with no kind 
of Earth or Grafs 5 a Spring of Frefh Water 
iffues put from the fide of it ; this Rock, by an 
pngient Cuftom, belpngs to the Galley's Crew^ 

Betwixt 



fetwitttte Wdftifttnt of St. Kilda; and tfieffe 
&*, is the famous &ofa.$t4ciuto** y i. e. a Jlfi/1 
tbirmm Ricky for h Jiath proved (b -to fbme of 
their Number!, wha ffcriihed in attempting to 
climb it j it is much of the Form and Height of 
aStiepfe ,? theue is a v<*fv -great dexterity, and it is 
isckorted «o (mill pkfce of Galtahtty , to tXwrfa thfe 
Jtobfc , ; efpeddly that part of it bailed the Tiwml. 
which is fo little, that of all thefcrts <of * Manfc 
Body; «he I'humb d^ily caa lay liold on it/ and 
ifcat aaaift be <<&nly ,for the Space of one Minute* 
during vAfeh>tkn^ big iFoet have no Support, nor 
#qjMri' : uf hi* Body taudhes the Stofte, except 
the Thumb, in <w^flch- Minute he kiuft jump by 
the Kelp 4f hit T^umh, : (the AgfiUty of his Body 
tfcflcurtiiig; to rtofe hf(6 higher at the fame timd) 
to a&f*r£ pokit c^tte Rctok, which when he ha? 
jjot llokl *>£* putfc ihitti Cut of danger, and having 
« Rope about tois Middle, which he cafts down to 
JhfcJBtfat, by the help of this he brings up as many 
Perfons as are drfgttjfed »for Fowling at this time; 
thefcoretjian, or principal Climber has the Re- 
ward tf four Fowls lajftowed upon him over and 
«bofr& his Pi-oportioh y ipethaps, one might think 
#bur 4houfana too little to compenfate fo great a 
Danger as this Man incurs; But he has the Advan- 
tage by it j of being recorded among their great- 
eft Heroes ; as are all the Foremen who lead the 
Van* ifi getting up this fame Mffchifiuous Rock. 

Wkhin TiiloWh&t from this place is the Ifle 
'Soa> a Mile and an- half in circumference. ' but 
contracted narrower* toward the Top, being a full 
half Mile in difficult Afcent all round, moft of it 
bare : Rofck, feme parts of it covered with Grafs, 
hut dangerousto afcend ; the Landing is alfo very 
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hazardous, both in Regard of the raging Sea, and 
the Rock that muft be climbed ; yet the Inhabit- 
ants are accuftomed to carry Burthens both up it 
and down, and of this I was once a Witnefs. There 
is fcarce any Landing here, except in one Place, 
and that under favour of a Weft- Wind and Neap- 
Tide; the Waves upon the Rock difcover when 
it is acceflible; if they appear, White from St. 
Kilddi the Inhabitants do not fo much as offer to 
'launch out their Boat, in ordec to land in Soa, 
or any other Ifle or Rock, tho' their Lives were 
at ftake. This little Ifle is furnished with an exr 
cellent Spring, the Grafs is vfery fweet, feeds five 
hundred Sheep, each of which generally has tw6 
or three Lambs, at a Birth, and every Lamb fo 
fruitful, that it brings forth another before itfelf 
is a Year old. The fame is alfo obferv^d of Lambs 
in the little Ifles adjacent to thofe of Harries and ♦ 
North-Wift. The Sheep in the Ifle Soa are never 
milked, v/hieh difpbfes them to be the more pro- 
lific : There are none to catch them but the In- 
habitants, whom I have feen purfue the Sheep 
nimbly down the fteep Defcent, with as great 
freedom as if it had been a plain Field. 

This Ifle abounds with an infinite Number of 
Fowl, as Fulmar, Lavy , Fatk, Bowger, &c. 

There frits a Cock-Boat fome two Years agd 
dame from a Ship for Water, being favoured by 
fc perftfft Calm j die Men difceriied a prodigious 
dumber of Eggs upon the Rocks, which tempt- 
ed thetn to Venture pear the Place, and at laft ob- 
tained a Competent Number of theft*; ottfc of 
the Seamen was iriduftridus enough to put theift 
into his Breeches, \rtiich he took oflffpf that fto- 
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ppfe; fome. of the Inhabitants of 5/. J&7<£* who 
Happened to be in the Ifle that Day were Spec- 
tators of this Diverfion, and were offended at it, 
being done without their Confent; they therefore 
deviled an Expedient, which at once robbed the 
Seamen of their Eggs and the Breeches,; 'twas 
thus: They found a few loofe Stones in the Super- 
ficies of the Rock, fome of which they let fall 
down perpendicularly above the Seamen, the Ter- 
ror of which obliged them quickly to remove, 
abandoning both Breeches and Eggs for their 
Safety; and the Tarpawlin Breeches were no (mall 
Ornament in a Place where all wore Girded 
Plaids. 

About two Leagues and a Half to the North 
of St. Kilda> is the Rock Stack-Ly 9 two hundred 
Paces in circumference, and of a great heighth, 
being a perf e& Triangle turning to a Point at the 
Top; it is vifible above twenty Leagues diftant 
/ in a fair Day, and appears blue; there is no 
Grafs nor Earth to cover it, but fometimes per- 
fedtly White with Solan Geefe fitting on and about 
it. One ' would think it next to impoffible to 
climb this Rock, which I cxpreffed, being very 
near it; but the Inhabitants afiiired me it was 
pradicable, and to convince me of the Truth of it, 
they bid me look up near the Top, where I per* 
ceived a Stone Pyramid-houfe, which the Inha- 
bitants built for lodging themfelves in it in 
-dugy/h at which time the Seafon proves inconftant 
there; this obliges the Inhabitants in point of Pru- 
dence to fend a competent Number of tnofe to whofe 
(hare the Lot falls ; thefe are to land on this Rock 
fome Days before the Solan Geefe take Wing ; if 

they 



they ncgleft this Piece of Forefight,one windy Day 
may difappoint them of five, fix, or feveh thou- 
land Solan Geefe, which this Rock affords yearly. 
They are fo very numerous here, that they cannot 
be divided in refpedt to their Lands, as elfewhere ; 
this therefore is the Reafon why they fend here 
by Lots, and thofe wht> are fent a<5t for the pub- 
lic Intereft, and when they have knocked on 
the head all that may be reached, they then car- 
ry them to a (harp Point, called the Cafting-Point, 
from whence they throw them into the Sea, for 
the height is fuch that they dare not throw them 
into the Boat, until the Boatmen cry, Enough y 
left the Sea, which has a ftrong Current there 
(hould carry them off, as it does fometimes, if 
too many are thrown down at once : Thus, 
' by Degrees, getting all in, they return home ; 
and after their Arrival every Man has his (hare 
proportioned to his Lands, and what remains 
under the Number ten, is due to the Officer as a 
Part of his yearly Salary. In this Rock the Solan 
Geefe are allowed to hatch their firft Eggs, but 
it is not fo in the Rocks next to be defcribed 9 and 
that for this Reafon, that if all were allowed to 
hatch at the fame time, the Lofs of the Produdt 
in' one Rock would at the fame time prove the 
Lofs of all the reft, fince all would take Wing 
pretty nearly at the fame Time. 

The Ifle Borera lies near half a League from 
Stack-Ly y to the N. E. of it, being in circum- 
ference one Mile and an half; it feeds about four 
hundred Sheep per Annum, and would feed more, 
did not the Solan Geefe pluck a large (hare of 
the Grafs for their Nefts. 

D 2 This 
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Ifle is very high, all Rock, inacceffible 

except in a Calm, and has only one Place for 
Landing, towards the South: In the Weft end 
of this Ifle is StaHir-Hcufe> which is much larg- 
er than that of the Female Warrior in St. Kitda, 
but of the fame Model in all re(pe£ts ; it is all 
Green without like a little Hill; the Inhabitants 
have a Tradition that it was built by one 
Stallir y a devout Hermit of St. Kilda- y and had 
he indeed travelled the Univerfe he could fcarcely 
have found a more folitary Place for a Monaftic 
Life. 

There are about forty Stone Pyramids in this 
Ifle, for drying and preferving their Fowl, &c. 
Thcfe little Houfes are all of loofe Stones, and 
feen at fome Diftance; here is alfo a furprizing 
Number of Fowl, the Grafs as well as the Rocks 
filled with them. The Solan Geefe pofiefs it for 
the moft part ; they are always Mailers where- 
ever they come, and have already banifhed feveral 
Species of Fowl from this Ifle. 

An Earthquake was felt here in the Year 1686, 
which lafted only a few Minutes; it was very 
amazing to the poor People, who were unac- 
quainted with any fuch Commotion before, 
or fince. 

To the Weft of Borer a lies the Rotfc Stack- 
Nartnin, within Piftol-lhot; this Bock is half a 
Mile in circumference, and as inacceffible as any 
of the above-mentioned ; there is a Poflibility of 
landing only in two Places; nor th^ but in a 
perfect Calm, and after landing the ganger in 
climbing is very great. The Rock has neither 
. Earth or Grafs to cover it, has a Fountain of 

good 
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good Water iiTuing out above the noddle- of it, 
running Eafterly, and abounds with Solan Geefe 
"and other Fowl; here are feveral Stone Pyramids, 
as well for lodging the Inhabitants that attend 
the Seafbns of the Solan Geefe, as for thofc that 
preferve and dry them. The Sea rifcs and rages 
extremely upon this Rock : We had die Curiofity, 
being invited by a fair Day, tovifit it for Pleafure, 
but we found^it very hazardous; the Waves from 
under our Boat rebounding from off the Rock, and 
mounting over our Heads, we durft not venture 
to land, though Men with Ropes , were fent be- 
fore us; we thought it indeed hazard enough to be 
near this Rock; the Wind blowing frefh, we had 
much difficulty to reach St. Kilda again. I re- 
member they brought 800 of the proceeding Year's 
Solan Geefe dried in their Pyramids ; after our 
landing, the Geefe being caft together in <}ne 
heap upon the Ground, the Owners fell to fharo 
out each Man his own ; at which I was a little 
furprifed, they being all of a Tribe; but having 
found upon Enquiry that every Goofe carried a 
diftinguifbing Mark on the Foot, peculiar to the 
Owner, I was then fatisfied in this Piece of 
Singularity. 

There is a violent Current, whether Ebb dt 
Flood, upon all the Coafts of St. Kilda, the lef- 
fer Ifles and Rocks. It is obferved to be more 
impetuous -with Spring than Neap Tides ; - there 
axe Eddies on all the Coafts, except at a fharp 
Point where the Tides keep their due Courfe; 
the Ebb Southerly, and Flood Northerly. 

A S. E. Moon caufes high Tide; the Spring- 
Tides are always at the Full and New Moon ; the 

two 
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two Days following they arc higher, and from 
that time decreafe until the Increafe of the Moon 
again, with which it rifes gradually till the fecond 
after the full Moon. This Obfervation the Sea- 
men find to hold true betwixt the Mule ol Kan- 
tyre > aud die Farrow Head in Stratbnaver. 

The Land-Fowls produced here are Hawks 
extraordinary good, Eagles, Plovers, Crows, 
Wrens, Stone-Chaker, Craker, Cuckoo; this 
laft is faid very rarely to be feen here, and that 
upon extraordinary Occasions, fuch as the Death 
of the Proprietor Mack-Leod* the Steward's Death, 
or the Arrival of fome notable Stranger. I was not 
able to forbear laughing at this Relation, as found- 
ed only upon Fancy; which I no fooner expref- 
fed, than the Inhabitants wondered at my Incredu- 
lity; faying, that all their Anceftors for a Series 
of feveral Ages had remarked the Truth of this 
Obfervation, and for a further Confirmation ap- 
pealed to the prefent Steward, whether he had 
not known this Obfervation to have been true, 
both in his own and his Father's Time, who was 
alfo Steward before him ? After a particular En- 
quiry, he told me, that both in his own and Fa- 
ther's Life-time the Truth of the Obfervation had 
been conftantly believed, and that feveral of the 
Inhabitants now living have obferved the Cuckoo 
to have appeared after the Death of the two laft 
Proprietors, and the two laft Stewards, and alfo 
before the Arrival of feveral Strangers; it was 
taken notice of before our Arrival, which they af 7 
cribe to my coming there, as the only Strangers 
the Minifter having been there before. 
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„ The Sea-Fowl are, firft, GairftmU -being the 
ftatelieft, as well as the largeft Sort, and above the 
Size of a Solan Goofe, of a black Colour, red about 
the Eyes, a large white Spot under each, a long 
broad Bill ; it Hands {lately, its whole Body ej-ecbr 
ed, its Wings fhort, flies not at all ; lays its Egg 
upon the bare Rock, which, if taken away, (he 
lays no more for that Year; fheis whole-footed, 
and has the hatching Spot upon her Breaft, /. e. 
a bare Spot from which the Feathers have fallen 
off with the Heat in hatching; its Egg is twice as 
big as that of a Solan Goofe, and is varioufly fpot- 
ted, Black, Green, and Dark; it comes without 
Regard to any Wind, appears the firft of May, 
and goes away about the middle of June. 

The Solan Goofe, as fome imagine from the 
Irijh word SotiUer, corrupted and adapted to the 
Scottijh Language, qui ocutis irretortis e longinquo 
re/picit pretdam, equals a common Goofe in big- 
nefs; is by meafure from the Tip of the Bill to the 
Extremity of the Foot, Thirty four Inches long> 
and to the End of the Tail, Thirty nine ; the 
Wings extend very far, there being Seventy 
two Inches diftance betwixt the extreme Tips ; 
its Bill is long, ftrait, of it dark Colour, a little 
crooked at the Point ; behind the Eyes the Skin 
of the fide of the Head is bare of Feathers ; * the 
Ears (mall; the Eyes Haeel-coloured ; it hath 
Four Toes ; the Feet and Legs Black as far as they 
are bare ; the Plumage is like that of a Goofe. 
The Colour of the Old-ones is White all over, 
excepting the extreme Tips of the Wings, which 
are Black, and the Top of the Head, which is 
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yellow/ as fbme think the Effeft of Age. The 
Young ones are of a Dark Brown Colour, turning 
White after they are a Year old ; its Egg fome- 
what left than that of a Land-Go6ffe, fmall at 
each end, and cafts a thick Scurf, and has little. 
4w no Yolk; the Inhabitants are accuft&med to 
drink it raw, having from Experience found it 
very peroral, and cephalic. The Solan Geefe 
hatch by turns. When h returns from its Fifliing > 
it carries Five or Six Herrings in its Gorget, all 
untire and undigefted : Upon its Arrival at the 
Neft, the hatching Fowl puts its Head in the 
Fiflier's Throat, and pulls out die Ftfh with itfr 
Bill -as- with a Pmcer, and that vfrith very great 
Noife, whichl bad Occafibn frequently to obferve. 
They continue to . pluck Grafs for their Nefts 
from their coming m March till the Young FoWl 
is ready to fly in Auguft or September* accordin; 
as the Inhabitants take<>r leave the Firft or $eeon< 
Eggs. It is remarkable they never pluck Grcds 
but on a windy Day; the Reafon the Inhabitants 
give for this is, that a windy Day is their Vaca- 
tion from FHhing, and they beftow it upon this 
Employment, which proves* fatal to many of 
them; for after their Fatigue they often fall afleep, 
and the Inhabitants, taking die Opportunity, are 
ready aft hand to 4cnock them on the Head. Their 
Food is flcrrmg, Mackrcl, and Syts. Bngli/h 
Hooks ate often fbund in the Stomachs both of 
Young and Old Solan Geefe, though none of this 
kind are ufed nearer than the Iflcs Twenty Leagues 
fiiftant; this muft happen either -from the JRfh 
pulling away- the -Hook^ in thofe files and theft 
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going to $f., Kjtlda, or by their being carried 
thither; by the qld Geefe. 

The Svjati -Geefe are always the fureft Sign of 
Herrings, For where-eyer the one is feen, the 
other is never far off. There is a Tribe of barren 
'Solan Geefe which have no Nefts, and fit upon 
<he bare Rock $ thefe are not the Young Fowls 
of a Year Old, whofe Dark Colour would foon 
diAmguitfr them, but Old ones, in all things like 
the reft ; thefe hay e a Province, as it were, altoN 
ted them, and are in a feparate State, having a 
Rodk Two hundred Paces diftant from all other; 
neither do they meddle with, or approach to thofe 
fiatdhing, or any other Fowl ; they fympathize 
arid fifh together ; this was told me by the In- 
habitants, and afterwards confirmed feveral times 
by my own Obfervation. 

The Sedan Geefe have always fome of their 
Niunber keeping Centry inthe Night, and if they 
are tfurprized, as it often happens, all the Flock' 
are taken one after another; but if the Centinel 
be awake at the Approach of die creeping Fowlers, 
and hear a Noife, it cries foftly, Griog, Grog y at 
which the Flock move not; but if the Centinel 
fees ov hears the Fowler approaching, he cries 
quickly; Bir, Bir, which (hould feern to import 
©anger, fince immediately after, the whole Tribe 
take Wing, leaving the Fowler alone on the 
Ro^k to return home re infeStd, all his Labour for 
that Night being fpent in vainv Apollonius Tya- 
nceus might have here found a large Field of Di* 
verfion, who isfaid to 'have, travelled over many 
♦Kingdoms, to learn the Language of Beafts and 
Birtlr' 
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Befides this way of dealing upon them in the 
Night-time, they are alfo catched in common. 
Gins of Horfe-Hair,, from which they ftruggle 
lefs to extricate themfelves than any other FowJ, 
notwithftanding their Size and Strength ; they are 
alfo caught in the Herring Loches with a Board 
fet on purpofe to float above Water, upon it a 
Herring is fixed, which the Goofe perceiving, 
flies up to a competent height, till finding himfelf 
in a ftrait line above the Fifh, bends his courfc 
perpendicularly piercing the Air, as an Arrow 
from a Bow, hits the Board, into which he runs 
his Bill with all his Force, and is irrecoverably ta- 
ken. The Solan Goofe comes about the middle 
« of March with a S. W. Wind, warm Snow, or 
Rain, and goes away, according as the Inhabit- 
ants'determine the Time, /. e. by taking away; 
or leaving its Egg, whether at the Firft, Second, 
or Third time he lays. 

The Fulmar in Bignefs equalls the Malls of 
the Second rate ; its Wings very long, the out- 
fide of which are of a Greyifh white Colour, the 
infide and Breaft all White, a thick Bill Two 
Inches long, crooked and prominent at the end, 
with wide Noftrils in the middle, all of a pale 
Colour; the upper Mandible, or Jaw, hangs 
over the lower on both fides and at the point, 
the Feet pale, not very broad, with fharp Toes> 
and a back Toe -, it picks Food out of the Backs 
of living Whales, it as is faid ufes Sorrel with it, 
for both are found in its Neft ; it lays its Egg-com- 
monly the Firft, Second, or Third Day of May ; 
which is larger than that of a Solan Goofe Egg, 
of a White Colour, and very thin, the Shell fi> 
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very, tender that it breaks in pieces if the Seafon 
proves rainy; when the Egg is once taken away 
it lays no more that Year like other Fowl ; the 
Young ones are hatched in the middle of June, 
and are ready to take Wing before the Twentieth 
of July, it comes in November, the fure Mef- 
fenger of Evil Tidings, being always accompanied 
with boifterous W. Winds, great Snow, Rain, 
or Hail, and is the only Sea-Fowl that ftays here 
all the Year, except the Month of September, 
and Part of OSlober. The Inhabitants prefer this, 
whether Young or Old, to all other \ the Old is 
of a delicate Tafte, is a mixture of Fat and Lean; 
the Flefli White, no Blood to be found but in the 
Head and Neck; the Young is all Fat, except the 
Bones, having no Blood but in the Head ; and 
when the Young Fulmar is ready to take Wing, 
upon being approached, ejefts a Quantity of pure 
Oil out at his Bill, and will be certain to hit any 
that attack him, in the Face, though Seven Paces 
diftant; this he ufes by way of Defence ;' but the 
Inhabitants take care to prevent it, by furprizing 
the Fowl behind, having for this purpofe a Wood- 
en Difli fixed to the end of their Rods, which 
they hold before his Bill as he fpouts out the Oil; 
they furprize him alfo from behind, by taking 
hold of his Bill, which they tie with a Thread, 
and upon their return home they untie it with a 
Difli under to receive the Oil; this Oil is fome- 
times of a Reddifh, fometimes of a Yellow Co- 
lour,, and the Inhabitants and other Iflanders put 
a great Value upon it, and ufe it as a Catholicon 
for Difeafes, efpecially for Pains in the Bones, 
Stitches, &c. feme in the adjacent Ifles ufe it as a 
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Purge, others as an Emetic ; it is hot in Quality^ 
and Forces its paflage through any Wooden Veflel. 
■ The Fulmar is a fure Prognofticator of the W. 
Wind ; if it comes to Land, no W. Wind is to 
be expected for fome time, but if it keeps at Sea, 
or goes to Sea from the Land, whether the Wind 
blow from the S. N. or E. or whether it is a per- 
fe& Calm, his keeping the Sea is always a certain 
Prefage of an approaching W. Wind ; from this 
Quarter he is obferved to return with his Prey; 
its Egg is large as that of a Solan Goofe, White 
in Colour, {harp at one end, fomewhat blunt at 
the other. 

The Scraber, fo called in St. Kilda, in the Farn 
Iflands Pujfinet, in Holland the Greenland Dove, 
has a fmall Bill fharp pointed, a little crooked at the 
End, and prominent; it is as large as a Pigeon, its 
whole Body being Black, except a White Spot on 
each Wing ; its Egg Grey, iharp at one End t 
and blunt at the other. 

It comes in the Month of March, and in the 
Night-time, without Regard to any Wind ; it is 
never to be feen but in the Night, being all the 
Day either abroad at Fifhing, or upon its Neft, 
which it digs very far under Ground, from 
whence it never comes in Day-light; it picks its 
Food out of the living Whale, with which, they 
fay, it ufes Sorrel, and both are found in its NelL 
The Young Puffin is fat as the Young Fulmar y 
and goes away in Auguft if its Firft Egg be fpared. 

The Lavy y fo called by the Inhabitants of St. 

Kjlda, by the, Welch Gui/lem 9 is nearly as big as 

. a Duck; its Head, and upper-fide of the Neck 

all downwards of a dark Brown, the Breaft White, 

the 
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the Bill ftrait and fharp pointed ; the upper Chop 
hanging over the lower ; its Feet and Claws 
Black, 

Its Egg in bignefs is near, to that of a Goofe 
Egg, fharp at one end, and blunt at the other; 
the Colour of it prettily mixed with Green and 
Black ; others of them are of a pale Colour, with 
Red and Brown Streaks ; but the latter is very rare ; 
this Egg for ordinary Food is by the Inhabitants, 
and otners, preferred above all the E-ggs had here. 
This Fowl comes with a S,W, Wind, if fair, the 
twentieth of February, the time of its going away 
depends upon the Inhabitants taking or leaving 
its fir ft, fecond, or third Egg : If it ftays upon 
Land for the fpace of three Days without Inter- , 
miffion, it is a Sign of Southerly Wind and fair 
Weather; but if it goes to Sea before the third 
expires, it is then a Sign of a Storm, 

The Bird, by the Inhabitants called the Falk, 
the Rafor-Bill in the Weft of England, the Awk 
in the North, the Murre in Cornwall, Alca Hoeri, 
is a fize lefs than the Lavy, its Head,. Neck, 
Back, and Tail, Black; the infide toward the 
middle of the Throat, White; the Throat under 
the Chin, of a dufky Black; beyond the Noftrils 
in the upper Jaw, is a Furrow deeper than that in 
the Coulter Neb, the upper Chop crooked at the 
end, and hangs over the lower, both having , 
tranfverfe Furrows. It lays its Egg ni May, its 
Young take Wing the middle of July, if the In- 
habitants do not determine its Stay longer, by tak- 
ing the Egg ; which in bignefs is next to the Lavy, 
or Guillem Egg, and is varioufly fpotted, fharp 
at one end, and blunt at the other. 

The 
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The Bowger, fo called by thofe in St. Hilda, 
Coulter-Neb by thofe in the Farn Iflands, . and in 
Cornwall, Tope, is of the Size of a Pigeon, its 
Bill fhort, broad, and compreffed fide wife, con- 
trary to the Bills of Ducks, of a Triangular Fi- 
gure, and ending in a fharp Point, the upper Jaw 
arcuate and crooked at the Point; the Noftrils are 
long Holes produced by the Aperture of theMouth; 
the Bill is of two Colours; near the Head, of an 
Afh Colour, and Red towards the Point; the Feet 
are Yellow, the Claws of a dark Blue ; the whole 
Back Black, Breaft and Belly White. They breed 
in Holes under Ground, and come with a S. W. 
Wind about the twenty-fecdnd of March , lay 
their Egg the twenty-fecond of April, and pro- 
duce the Fowl the twenty fecond of May; if their 
firft Egg be not taken away; it is fharp at one 
end, and blunt at the other. 

The AJJilag is as large as a Linnet, black Bill, 
wide Noftrils at the upper part, crooked at the 
point like the Fulmars Bill. It comes about the 
twenty fecond of March, without any Regard to 
Winds, lays its Egg about the twentieth of May, 
and produces the Fowl towards the middle of 
OSlooer, then goes away about the end of No- 
vember. 

There are three forts of Sea-Malls here ; the 
firft of a grey Colour, like a Goofe, the fecond 
confidferably lefs, and of a grey Colour ; and the 
third fort white, and lefs in fize than a Tame 
Duck; the Inhabitants call it Reddag; it comes 
the fifteenth of April with a S. W. Wind, lays 
its Egg about the middle of May x and goes away 
in the Month of Augujl % 

The 
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The Tirma, or Sea-Pie, by the Inhabitants 
called Trilichan, comes in May, goes away in 
Augufly if it comes the beginning of May, it is a 
Sign of a good Summer ; if later, the contrary is 
obferved. This Fpwl is cloven-footed, and con- 
fequently fwims not. 

It is obferved of all the Sea-Fowls here, that 
they are fatteft in time of hatching, except the 
Solan Geefe. ' 

Evety Fowl lays an Egg three different times, 
except the Gair-fowl and Fulmar, which lay but 
once ; if the firft or Second Egg be taken away, 
1 every Fowl lays but one other Egg that Year, 
except the Sea-Malls, and they ordinarily lay the 
third Egg, whether the firft and fecoad Eggs be 
taken away, or no. 

The Inhabitants ohferye, that when the April 
Modn gpe& far in May* the Fowls are ten or 
twelve Days later in laying their Eggs, than ordi- 
narily they ufe to be. 

The Inhabitants likewife fay, , that of thefe 
Fowls, there firft come over fome Spies, or Har- 
bingers, efpecially of the Solan Geefe> tow'ring 
about the Iflands where their Nefts are, and that 
when they have made a Review thereof they fly 
away, and in two or three Days after, the whole 
Tribe are feen comiog. Whither the Fowls fly, 
and where they fpend their Winter, the Inhabit^ 
ants are utterly ignorant of. 

The Eggs are found to be of an aftringent and 
windy Quality to Strangers, but, it feems, are 
not fo to the Inhabitants, who are ufed to eat them 
from thp Neft. Our Men upon their Arrival 
eating greedily of them became coftive and fever- 
Z iih> 
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ifti, fomc had the Hemorrhoid Veins fwelled; 

Mr, Campbell aAd I were at no fmall trouble be- 
fore we could reduce them to their ordinary 
Temper; we ordered a Glifter for them made 
of the Roots of Sedges, frcfh Butter, aad Sdft, 
which, being adminiftred, had its wifhed-for Ef* 
feft; the Inhabitants reckoned this an extraordi- 
nary Performance, being, it feems, the firft of 
the kind they had ever heard of. 

They preferve their Eggs commonly in their 
Stone-Pyramida, fcattering the burnt Afhes of 
Turf under and about them, to defend them from 
the Air, Drynefs being their only Prefervitive, 
and Moifture theirCorruption ; they preferve them 
fix, feven, or eight Months, as abovefaid ; and 
then they become appetizing and loofening, ef* 
pecially thofe that begin to turn. 

That fuch a great Number of wild Fowl are 
fo tame, a£ to be eafily taken by the Rods and 
Gins, is not to be much admired by any who will 
be at the pains to confider the Reafon, which is 
the great inclination of propagating their Species ; 
fo' powerful is the natural AfFe&ion for their Off- 
fpring, that they chufe rather to die upon the Egg, 
or Fowl, than efcape with their own Lives, 
(which they could do in a Minute) and leave ei- 
ther of thefe to be deftroyed. 

It deferves our Consideration to reflect ferioufly 
upon the natural Propenfity and Sagacity of thefe 
Animals in their Kind; which, if compared with 
many rational Creatures, do far outftrip them, 
and juftly obey the Prefcript of their Natures, by 
living up unto that Inftindl that Providence has 
given them. 

•• The 



The Inhabitants here are originally descended 
of thofe of the adjacent Ifles, Lewis, Harries^ 
South and North Vift, and Sky: both Sexes are 
natufally grave, and of a fair Completion; fuch 
as are not fair are Natives only for an Age or two ; 
but their Off-fpring proves fairer than them- 
felves. 

There are feveral of them would be reckoned 
among- Beauties of the firft Rank, were they upon 
a Level with others in their Drefs. 

Both Men and Women are well proportioned, 
nothing differing from thofe' of the Ifles and Con- 
tinent. The prefent Generation comes fhort of 
the laft in Strength and Longevity* They fhew- 
ed us huge big Stones carried by the Fathers of 
fome of the Inhabitants now living; any of which 
is a Burthen too heavy for any two of the preferit 
Inhabitants to raife from the Ground; and this 
Change is all within the compafs of forty Years. 
But notwithftanding this, any one inhabiting St. 
Kilda is always reputed ftronger than two of the 
Inhabitants belonging to the Ifle of Harries, or 
the adjacent Ifles. Thofe of St. Kilda have ge- 
nerally but very thin Beards, and thofe too do not 
appear till they arrive at the Age of thirty, and 
in fome not till after thirty five ; they have all but 
a few Hairs upon the upper Lip, and point of 
the Chin. 

Both Sexes have a Lifp, but more efpecially 
the Women, neither of them pronouncing the ' 
Letters, d, g> or r. I remember a Story of a 
Craker that lifped (two Years ago) the Boys of 
the Place took notice of, and were pleafed to hear 
him, and to ape his Cry; one of the Steward's 

F Men 
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Men beholding them* enquired the meaning of 
their Noife, which he told them was ridiculous ; 
they returned Anfwer, that it was worth his while 
to behold the fport of a lifpihg Craker, whom 
they aped ; but the Man replied, that they played 
the Fool, for the Craker diverted himfelf in lifp- 
ing after them, and charged them with that Im- 
perfedtion ; the Boys no iboner heard this, but 
A way they ran, and left the Craker to Cry and 
Lifp as he plcafed. 

There are fome of both Sexes who have a Ge- 
Jnius for Poetry y and are great Admirers of Mufic 
the Trump or Jews Harp is the only Mufical In- 
ftrument they have, which difpofesthemto Dance 
mightily. Their Sight is extraordinary good, 
and they can difcern things at a great Diftance : 
they have very good Memories, and are refolute 
in their Undertakings, chafte and honeft, but re- 
puted jealous of their Wives. They argue clofe- 
ly, and with lefs Paffion than other Iflanders, or 
thofe inhabiting the High-lands on the Continent. 

They are very cunning, and there is fcarce any 
circumventing of them in Traffic and Bartering: 
the Voice of one is the Voice of all, being all of 
a piece, one common Intereft uniting them firmly 
together. They marry very young, the Women at 
about thirteen or fourteen; and, are nice in ex- 
amining the Degrees of Confanguinity before 
Marriage. They give Suck to their Children for 
two Yeafs. The moft ancient Perfon among them 
at preiedt is not above eighty Years old. 

Providence is very favourable to them in that 
they are not infefted with feveral Difeafes which 
are fo predominant in the other Parts of the 

World; 
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World; the Diftemper that moft prevails Tiere, 
is a Spotted Fever, and that too confined' to one 
Tribe, to whom this Difeafe is, as it were, be- 
come hereditary; others are liable to Fluxes, 

' Fevers, Pleurifies, and the Spleen ; for all which 
they have but a few Rejnedies : To get away their 
pleuretic Diforders, they commonly lie upon a 
w;arm Hearth, with the Side aftedted 'downwards ; 
this they look upon as almoft infallible for difpel- 
lingthe Humour, or Wind, that torments them. 
The Small-Pox hath not been heard of in this 
Place for feveral Ages, except in onelnftance, of 
a fingle Man who had been infected on the Arrival 
of two of the Steward's Retinue, who had not 
been well recovered of it. 

The Plants produced here, are Lapathum Vul- 
gare> the common Dock, Scurvy-Grafs round, 
being large as the Palm of the Hand, Mille-Fot'I, 
Burfa P after i >, Silver- Weed, or Argentine, Plan- 
tine, Sage, Chicken- Weed, Sorrel, long, or the 
common Sorrel; All-Hail, or Siderites^ the Sea- 
Pinck, Tormenti/y the Scurf upon the Stones^ which 

x has a drying and healing Quality, and is likewife 
ufed for dying. The Inhabitants are ignorant of 
the Virtues of thefe Herbs; they never had a Po- 
tion of Phyfic given them in their lives, nor 
know any thing of Phlebotomy; fo that a Phyfi- 
cian could not expedt his Bread in this Common- 
wealth. 

They have generally good Voices, and found 
Lungs ; to this the Solan Goofe Egg fupped raw 
doth not a little contribute,; they are feldom 
troubled with a Cough, except at the Steward's 

F 2 Landing; 
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Landing; which is no lefs rare, than firmly be- 
lieved by the Inhabitants of the adjacent Ifles. 

Thofe of St. Kilda y upon the whole, gave me 
this following Account : That they always contract 
a Cough upon the Steward's Landing, and it 
proves a great deal more troublefome to them in 
the Night-time, they then diicharging a great 
Deal of Phlegm; this Indifpofition continues for 
fome ten, twelve or fourteen Days; the moft 
fovereign Remedy againft this Difeafc, is their 
great and beloved Catbolicon^ the Giben^ t. e. the 
Fat of their Fowls, with which they fluff the 
Stomach of a Solan Goofe, in fafhion of a Pud- 
ding; this they put in the Infufion of Oatmeal, 
which in their Language they call Brochan ; but 
it is not fo effe&ual now as at the Beginning, be- 
caufe of the frequent Ufe of it. I told them plain- 
ly, that I thought all this Notion of Infe<3:ion was 
but a meer Fancy, and that, at leaft, it could not 
always hold; at which they feemed offended, 
faying, that never any, before the Minifter and 
my felf, was heard to doubt of the Truth of it; 
which is plainly demonftrated upon the landing 
of every Boat; adding further, that every Defign 
was always for fome End, but here there was no 
room for any, where nothing could be propofed ; 
but for Confirmation of the whole, they appealed 
to the Cafe of Infants at the Breaft, who were 
like wife very fubjedt to this Cough, but could not 
be capable of afrediing it, and therefore in their 
Opinion, they were infe&ed by fuch as lodged in 
their Houfes. There were fcarce Young or Old 
in the Ifle whom I did not examine particularly 
upon this Head, and all agreed in the Confirma- 
tion 
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tion of it. They add farther, that when any fo- 
reign Goods are brought thither, then the Cough 
is of longer Duration than otherwife. They re- 
tnark, that if the Fever has been among thofe of 
the Steward's Retinue, though before their Ar- 
rival there, fome of the Inhabitants are infe£ted 
with it. If any of the Inhabitants of St.* Kilda 
chance to live, though but a fhort Space, in the 
Ifles of Harries , Skey\ or any of the adjacent Ifles, 
they become meagre, and contradt fuch a Cough, 
that the Giben muft be had, or* elfe they muft 
return to their Native Soil. This Giben is more 
foyereign fot removing of Coughs, being ufed by 
many other Wanders, than thofe of St. Kilda. 
They love to have it frequently m their Meat as 
well as Drink, by which too frequent Ufe of it, 
it is apt to lofe its Virtue; it was remarkable, that 
after this infefted Cough was over, we Strangers, 
and the Inhabitants of St. Kilda y making up the 
Number of about two hundred and fifty, though 
we had frequently aflembled upon the Occafion. 
of Divine Service, yet neither Young nor Old 
among us all did fo much as once cough more. 

Some thirteen Years ago the Leprofy broke out 
among them, and fome of their Number died by . 
it; there are two Families at prefent labouring under 
this Difeafe. The Symptoms of it are, their Feet 
beginning to fail, their Appetite declining, their 
Faces becoming too red, and breaking out in 
Pimples, a- Hoarfenefs, and their Hair falling off 
froqi their Heads, the Crown of it exulcerates 
and blifters, and laftly, their Beards grow thinner 
than ordinary. 

This Difeafe may in a large meafure be afcrib- 
cd to their grofs .Feeding, and {hat on thofe fat 

Fowls, 
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Fowls, as the Fulmar and the Solan Gccfc; the 
latter of which they keep for the Space of a whole 
Year, without Salt or repper to preferve them; 
thefe they eat roafted or "boiled. 

One of thefe Lepers, being with me one Day 
at the Fulmar-Rock, importuaed me to gjpe htm 
a Remedy for his Difeafe ; I began to chide him 
for his ill Diet in Feeding fo grofly* but finding 
the poor Fellow ready and implicitely difpofed to 
do whatever I fhould enjoin, I bid him take Ex- 
ample from the Fulmar, who, they fay, feeds 
fometimes on Sorrel; this was a very furprizing 
Advice to him, but when he confidered that the 
Fulmar required Sorrel to qualify the Whale, he 
was the fooner perfuaded that his Giben and Goofe 
might require the fame; I advifed him further, 
to abftain from the Giben and fat Fowls, which 
was no fmall Trouble to him, for he loved them 
exceedingly: I obliged him likewife to mount 
the Hill Conagor, a Mile in Height, once every 
Morning and Evening, and he was very careful 
*o comply with thefe Injunctions for the Space of 
three Days; in which fhort time he made fome 
Advances towards recovering his almoft loft 
Speech and Appetite, for his Throat was pretty 
nearly flopped up. He continued this Practice a 
Week longer, by which means he mended con- 
fiderably; and I left him fully refolved to proceed 
in this Pra&iee, until he was perfectly reftored 
to his former State of Health. I had the Occafion 
to obferve another of thefe Lepers rave for fome 

. Minutes, and when he was recovered to his right 
Mind, he worked at his ordinary Employment. 
The Inhabitants are Chrifiiam, and much of the 

.Primitive Temper> neither inclined to Enthufr- 
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afm nor to Popery, They fwear not the common 
Oaths that prevail in the World ; when they re- 
fufe or deny to give what is aflced of them, they 
do it with a ftrong Afleveration, which they ex- 
prefs emphatically enough in their Language to 
this purpoic, Tou are no more to have it, than if 
God bad forbid it ; and thus they exprefs the high- 
eft Degree of Paflion. They do not fo much as 
name the Devil once in their life-times. 

They leave off Working at twelve o* clock on 
Saturday, as an ancient Cuftom delivered down to 
them from their Anceftors, and go no more to it 
again till Monday Morning. They believe in God 
the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghojh, in a future 
State of Happinefs and Mifery, and that all Events, 
whether good or bad, are predetermined by God. 
They ufe a fet Form of Prayer at the hoifting of 
their Sails : They lie down at Night, rife again iii 
the Morning, and begin their Labours always in 
the Name of God. They have a Notion, that 
Spirits arc embodied, and fancy them to be locally 
in Rocks, Hills, or where-ever they lift, in an 
Inftant. 

Here are three Chapels, each of them built with 
one End towards the Eaft, the other towards the 
Weft, the Altar always placed at the Eaft end $ the 
firft of thefe is called C&r/ytf * Chapel, near the Village; 
it is covered and thatched after the manner of their 
Houfes; there is a Brazen Crucifix lies upon the 
Altar, not exceeding a Foot in length ; the Body 
is compleatly done\ diftended, ^ndhas a Crown 
on, all in the Crucified Pofture; they have it in 
great Reverence, though they pay no kind of 
Adoration or Worfliip to it, nor do they either 
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handle or fee it, except upon the Occafions-of 
Marf iage, and fwearing decifive Oaths, which puts 
an end to all Strife, and both thefe Ceremonies are 
are publickly performed. The Church-yard is 
about an hundred Paces in Circumference, fenced * 
in with a little Stone Wall ; within which they 
bury their Dead; and take care to keep it perfect- 
ly neat, void of any kind of Naftinefs, nor fuffer 
their Cattel to have any accefs to it. The Inha- 
bitants, Young and Old, come to the Church- 
yard every Sunday Morning, the Chappel not be- 
ing capacious enough to receive them ; here they 
devoutly fey the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten 
Commandments. 

They obferve the Feftivals of Cbrijlmas> Ea/ler, 
Good-Friday ', St. Columba's Day, and that of Ail 
Saints*, upon this they have an Anniverfary Ca- 
valcade, the Number of their Horfes not exceed* 
ing eighteen; thefe they mount by turns, having 
neither Saddle nor indeed a Bridle of any kind, 
except a Rope, which manages the Horfe only 
on one fide ; they ride from the Shoar to thfc 
Houfe, and when each Man has performed his 
. Tour, the Show is at an end. They are very 
charitable to their Poor, of whom there are not at 
prefent above Three, and Thefe carefully provided 
for, by this little Commonwealth; each particu- 
lar Family contributing according to their Ability 
for their Neceffities; their Condition is enquired 
into Weekly, or Monthly, as their Occafions 
ferve ; but more efpecially at the time of their 
Feftivals, they flay fome Sheep on purpofe to 
diftribute among the Poor, with Bread propor- 
tionable; they are very charitable likewife to 

Strangers 
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Straftgers in Diftrefs; this they had Opportunity l 
to exprefs to a Company of French Men and Spa* 
niards who loft their Ship at Rokol in the Yea* 
1686, and came in, in a: Pinnace to Sti Kilda y 
where they were plentifully {applied with Barley-* 
Bread, Butter, Cheefe, Solan Geefe, Eggs; &c* • 
Both Seamen and Inhabitants wpre Barbarians one 
to another, the Inhabitants fpeaking only the Irijh 
Tongue, to which the French and Spaniards were 
altogether Strangers: Upon their Landing they 
pointed to the Weft naming Rokol to the Inhabit* 
ants, and after that, they pointed downward with 
their- Finger, fignifying the finking and perifti-* 
ing of their Veffel; they (hewed them Rokol irt 
the Sea Map, far Weft off St. Kilda. > This* and 
much more, the Matters of thefe Ships told to a 
Prieft in the next Ifland who underftood French* 
The Inhabitants acquainted me that the Pinnace 
which carried the Seamen from Rokol vfras fo wry 
Iqw, that the Crew added a Foot height of Can* 
vafs round it all, and began to work at itoipoH 
Sunday i at which the Inhabitants were aftoniihed y 
and being highly diflatisfied, plucked the Hatch- 
ets and other Instruments out of their Hand s/ and 
did not reftore them till Monday Morning* 
- The* Inhabitants had Occafion to (h©w>grea£ 
KindnefS to a Boat's Crew that :was driven frotA 
the oppofite Ifle S< W. whither they theirifelves 
were driven afterwardsy and where they were treat* 
ed with no lefs Civility and Kindnefs than the 
abovementioned had been by them; So that it 
may be feid of them with great Juftice, that their 
Charity is as extenfive as the Occafions of it. 

The fecond of thefe Chappels bes\rs the. Name 
ofSt.Qlumlra, the third of St- Brianant both 
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built after the manner of CbriJTs Cbappeh, having 
Church-yards belonging to them, and are a 
Quarter of a Mile diftant from each other* 

They told me of a Ship that dropped Anchor 
in the Mouth of the Bay the preceeding Year, 
and that the Low landers aboard her were not 
Chriftians; I enquired if their Interpreter j who 
they faid fpoke bad Irijh % had owned this to be 
a Truth. They anfwered in the Negative; but 
that they knew this by their Pradices, and that 
in thefe three Particulars; the firft was the Work* 
ing upon Sunday y carrying feveral Boats full of 
Stones aboard for Ballaft ; die fecond was the tak* 
ing away fome of their Cows without any Return 
for them, except a few Irijb Copper Pieces ; and 
the third was, the Attempt made by thetea to 
ravifli their Women, a Practice altogether un- 
known in St. KHda y where there. has not been 
t>ne Inftance of Fornication or Adultery for many 
Ages before (his Time. I remember they told 
me, that the Bribe offered for debauching the poor 
Women> was a Piece of broad Money, than 
which there could be nothing lefs charming in a 
Place where the Inhabitants make no Diftindtion 
betwixt a Guinea and a Sixpence. 
• Their Marriages are celebrated after the fol- 
lowing Manner: When any two of them have 
agreed to take one another for Man and Wife, 
the Officer who prefides over them, fummons all 
the Inhabitants of both Sexes to Cbrt/l's Cbappeh 
where being aflembled, he enquires publickly if 
there be any, lawful Impediment why thefe Par- 
ties fliould not be joined in the Bond of Matri- 
mony ? And if there be no Objection to the Con- 
trary, 
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trary, lie then enquires of the Parties if they are 
refolved to live together in Weal and Woe, &c 
After their Affent, he declares them married 
Perfons, and then defires them to ratify this their 
folemn Promife in the Prefence of God and the 
People, in order to which the Crucifix is tender- 
ed to them, and both put their right Hands upon 
it, as the Ceremony by which they fwear Fidelity 
one to another during their Life-time. 

. Mr. Campbell, the Minifter, married in this 
Manner fifteen Pair of the Inhabitants on the 
feventeenth of June, who immediately after their 
their Marriage joined in a Country Dance, with 
a Bagpipe for their Mufic, which pleafed them 
exceedingly. 

' They baptize in the following Manner : The 
Parent calls in the Officer, or any of his Neigh- 
bours, to baptize his Child, and another to be 
Sponfor* he that, performs the Minifter *s Part 
being told what the Child's Name is to be, fays, 
A. B. I baptize thee to your Father andyour Mo- 
ther, in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Gho/t; then the Sponfor takes the Child in his 
Arms, as doth his Wife as Godmother, and 
ever after this there is a Friendftiip between the 
Parent and the Sponfor, which is efteemed fo 
facfed and inviolable, that no Accident, how 
crofs foever, is able to fet them at variance; and 
it reconciles fuch as have been at enmity 
formerly. 

This Hie belong^ in Property to the Laird of 
iMack-Ledd, Head of one of the moft ancient 
Families of Scotland; it is never farmed, but 
moft commonly beftowed upon fome Favourite, 
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one of his Friends or Followers, who is galled 

Steward of the IJle. The prefent Steward's Name 

is Alexander Mack-Leod> who pays Yearly to his 

Mafter an Acknowledgement of the various Pro r 

dudts of this Me. This Steward vifits St. Kildf 

every Summer, and upon his Arrival he and his 

Retinue have all the Milk in the JJle beftowed on 

them in a Treat ; there is another beftowed on 

them upon. St, Columbas Day, the fifteenth of 

June $ and we had a (hare of this fecopd Treat. 

The Steward's Retinue confifts of forty, fifty, or 

fixty Peifons, and among them, perhaps, the 

mort meagre in the Parifh are carried thither to 

be recruited with good Cheaf ; but this Retinue 

is now retrenched, as alfo fome of their ancient 

and unreafonable ExadHons, 

The Steward lives upon the Charge of the In r 
habitants until the tipie that the Solan Geefe are 
ready to fly, which the Inhabitants think long 
enough 5 the Daily Allowance paid by them is 
very regularly exad:ed, with Regard to their re- 
fpecliye Proportions of Lands and Rocks. There 
is npt a Parcel of Men in the World mor? fcru»- 
puloufly nice and punctilious in maintaining their 
Liberties arid Properties, than thefe are, being moft 
religioufly fond of their ancient Laws and Star 
tutes; nor will they by any means cpnfent to 
alter their firft, though unreafonable, Conftitur 
tions; apd we had a pregnant Inftance of this 
their Genius for preferving their ancient Cuftoms; 
(hey have unchangeably continued their firft and 
jmciept Meafurps, as the Maile> jiwir, and Cubit i 
this Maile contains ten Pecks : The Atnir> which 
f hey .gt prefent make ufe of, is probably the Her 
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brew Orner^ which contains near two Pecks* the 
Cubit \ or in their Language, Lave Keile^i. e. an 
Hand of Wood, is the pittance from the Elbow 
to th$ Finger's ends; this they only ufe in Mea- 
suring their Boats: The Amir 9 or rather Half- 
Atnir y as they call it, is pompofed of thin Boards, 
and, as they acknowledge,, has been ufed thefe 
fourfcore Years ; in which Tra# of time it is con* 
.fiderably fallen fhort of the Meafure of which it 
was at fir ft, which they themfelves do not al- 
together deny ; the Steward to compensate this 
jLofc, pretends, to a received Cuftom of adding the 
.Hand of him that nieafures the Corn to the Amir 
iid<e, holding fome of the Barley above the due 
•Meafure,- which the Inhabitants complain of a$ 
unreafonable; the Steward to fatisfy them, offer- 
ed to refer the Debate to Mr. Campbell's Decifion 
,»nd mine, they themfelves being to propofe their 
.Objections,, and two of his Retinue, who were 
well flcilled in the Cuftoms of the Place, in the 
,time of fome of the former Stewards, , being ap^ 
pointed to. anfwer them, and he promifed that he 
, would' abqijiefce in the Decifion, though it ffiould 
prove to his Prejudice; but they would not alter 
that Meafure if Mack-Leod did not exprefly com- 
mand it, being perf^vaded that he could not at- 
tempt to do fo as his and their Anceftors had had it 
in fuch Efteem for fo many Ages. So great was 
their Concern for thi§ Amir* that they unanimous- 
ly determined to fend the Officer as Envoy, ac- 
cording to the ancient Cuftom, to reprefent their 
.Cafe to Afac-Leod; tjiis was the Refult of 3 general 
Council, in which the fyfafter of every Family 
.fcas a Vote, fines gvery. family pays {his Officer 
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an Amir of Barley per Annum, to maintain his 
Chara&er. 

This Officer as fuch, is obliged to adjuft the 
refpe&ive Proportions of Lands, Grafs, and 
Rocks, and what elfe could be claimed "by virtue 
of the laft Tack, 'or I^eafe* which is never longer 
than for three Yiears, condefcended to by the 
Steward; nay, he is obliged always to difpute 
with the Steward for what is due to any of them, 
and never to give over until he has obtained his 
Demand, or put the Steward into fuch a Paffion^ 
that he gives the Officer at leaft three Strokes with 
his Cudgel upon die Crown of his Head; which 
is the utmoft that is required of him by their an- 
cient Cuftoms. I faid to the Officer, who gave 
me this Account, what if the Steward fhould 
give him but one Blow ? He anfwered, that the 
Inhabitants would not be fatisfied if he did not fb 
far plead as to irritate the Steward to give both a 
fecond and a third ; I had the farther Curiofity to 
enquire of the Steward himfelf if be was wont t6 
treat the Officer in this Manner ; who anfwer~ 
ed, that it was an ancient Cuftom, which in his 
fhort time he had not h^d Occafion to pra&ife, 
1)ut if he fhould, he'd not confine himfelf to thfe 
Number of three Blows, if the, Officer fhould 
prove indifcreet. 

The Steward beftows fome Acres of Land up- 
on the Officer for ferving him and the Inhabit- 
ants $ he gives him likewife the Bonnet worn by 
himfelf upon his going out of the Ifland ; the 
Steward's Wife leaves with the Officer's Wife 
the Kercher, or Head-drefs worn by her felf, and 
fhe beftows likewife upon her anOumSe of Indi-, 
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go: The SteWafd.Has a lairge Cakfe of Barley pre- 
Tented to him by the Officer at every Meal, and 
it rauft be made fo kffge as fhall be fufficient to 
fktiafy three Men at a timfe, and by way of emi- 
nence it is baked in the Form of a Triangle, and 
furrowed twice round j the Officer r is likewife 
obliged t<J furnifli the Steward with Mutton, or 
Beef, to his Dinner every Sunday during his Re-* 
fidence in the Ifland. 

. Notwithftanding thefereciprocal A&s of Kind* 
nefs,. this Officer muft be allowed to go in Quality 
of an Bntfoy to Mack-Leod againft the Steward, 
upon extraordinary Occasions, if the Common* 
wealth have any Grievances to Redrefs, as that of 
the Amir now depending; but the Commiffion 
given, him is. limited, th6 whole Boat's Crew be- 
ing joined in Commiffion with him, and are a 
Cheek Upon him, left hife Dependance upon the 
Steward might be apt to biafs him* He makes 
his Entry very fubmiffively, taking off his Bon- 
net at a great Diftahce when he appears in Mack- 
heo<T% Preferice, bowinjghis Head and Hand low 
near to the Ground, his Retinue doing the like 
behind him one after another, making, as it were, 
a Chain; this being their Manner of walking 
hdth ati home and abroad ; for they walk not a- 
breaft as others do; and in making their Purchafe 
among the Rocks, one leads the -Van, and the 
T«ft follow. 

- TheNumber of People inhabiting this Me, at 
prcfent, is about one hundred and eighty, who 
in the .Steward's Abfcnce are governed by on* 
Donald Mack-Gitt-Colm> as their Meijre, which ' 
imports an Officer. This Officer was anciently 
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chofen, or at lcaft approved of, by the People, 
before the Steward fettled him in his Oflicg, but 
now the Stewards have the Nomination of him 
abfolutely; he is Prefident over them in all their 
Debates, takes care that the Lots be managed 
impartially, that none to whofe {hare they fall 
may have caufe to repine, whether it be for the 
Steward's Service, or that of the Common- wealth. 
The Ufe of the Lots, together with the Crucifix, 
do mightily contribute to their Peace and Quiet, 
keeping every one within his proper Bounds. It 
muft needs be a very odd Cafe indeed that falls 
not within the Compafs of either of thefe twoto 
determine. When any Cafe happens which does 
not fall under the Decifion of Lots, and. it is 
capable of being decided only by the Oath of die 
Parties, then the Crucifix muft determine the 
matter; and if it fhould prove to be a Cafe of the 
higheft Importance, any of them are at liberty to 
refer it to his Neighbour's Oath, without any 
Sufpicion of Perjury, provided the Ceremony of 
touching the Crucifix with their right Hand be, 
obferved ; and this is always publicly performed. 

If any Man is guilty of beating his Neighbour, 
he is liable to a Fine not exceeding the Value J 
of two Shillings Sterling; if any has beat his 
Neighbour fo as to draw Blood from him, he is 
liable to a Fine, not exceeding four Shillings and 
Sixpence. Thefe Crimes are complained of by the 
Officer to the Steward upon his Arrival ; who ei- 
ther exadts the whole, or difpenfes with the 
Fines, as he judges' convenient for their future 
Quiet and Peace, 

\ • - • • • 
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\They have only one common Kiln, which 
lerves them all by turns, as the Lots fall to their 
{hare; he whofe Lot happens to be laft does not 
refent it at all. 

The Officer, by virtue of his Place, is obliged 
through a Point of Honour to be the firft that 
Lands in the lefler IHes and Rocks, from whence 
they carry their Fowls and Eggs, and not without 
fome Trouble too. This Notion of Honour ex- 
pofeshim to frequent Dangers; and, perhaps, it 
may not be unpleafant to defer ibe it as I have feen 
it prattifed; and 'tis thus: When they come as 
near to the Rock as they think may confift with 
the Safety of the Boat, which is not a little toffed 
by the raging of the Sea, thofe, whofe Turn it is, 
are employed with Poles to keep off the Boat, 
which is in great Danger, in Regard of the Vi- 
olence of the Waves beating upon the Rock, and 
they are to watch the Opportunity of the calm- 
eft Wave; upon the firft Appearance of which 
the Officer jumps out upon the Rock; if there 
be any apparent Danger he ties a Rope about his 
Middle, with one end of it fattened to th^ Boat; 
if he has landed fafe, he then fixes his Feet in a 
fecure Place, and by the Afliftance of this Rope 
draws up all the Crew to him, except thofe whofe 
Turn it is to look after the Boat; but if in jump- 
ing out he falls into the Sea, as his Misfortune is 
fo to do fometimes, he is drawn into the Boat 
again by that part of the Rope that is fo fattened 
to it, and then the next, whofe Turn it is, muft 
try his Luck, the Officer after his Fall being fup- 
pofed to be fufficiently fatigued, fo that he is not 
obliged to adventure his Perfon again to a fecond 
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hazard upon this Occalion, cfpeeially is he is cx- 
pofcd to the greateft Danger that offer's upon their 
landing when they return back again to the Tfle, 
where the Sea often rages, he being oMiged then 
by virtue of his Office to ftay in the Boat, after 
the whole Crew are landed, where he muft ton- 
tinue employing his Pole, until the Boat be either 
"brought fafe to Land, or fplit upon the Rocks. 

They furnifh themfclves with Ropes to carry 
them through the more innacceffible Rocks 5 6£ 
thefe Ropes there are only thi*£e ih thfe \rtxtife 
HIand, each <*f them twenty four Fathoms In 
length $ and they are either knit together ttnfl 
•lengthened fry tying the one to the other, w irfe3 
Separately as Occafion requires? the chief thfa|j 
ujton which the Strength of thefe Ropes deptemfe, 
is- Cows Hides falted, and cut out %& torie4oflg 
piece 5 this they twift round'the ordinary Rope tff 
Heifip, which fecures it from being cut hy thte 
Rocks 5 they join fometimes at the 16wer end wyb 
"Ropes, one of which they tie about the Middle 
of one Climber, and another about the MidtHe 
of another, that thefe may affifl: one another 'in 
cafe of ^ Fall; but the Misfortune is, tfctt fome- 
times the one happens to pull down the other,, 
and fo both fall into the Sea; but if -they efcape, 
as they commonly do of late, they get an incre- 
dible Number of Eggs and Fowls. 

The Ropes belong to the Commonwealth, rind 
are not to be ufed without the general Content; 
the*Lots determine the Time, Place, andPerf6ris 
for ufing them; they get together in three 'Dstfs 
' a much greater Number of Fowls and Eggs thafo 
their Boat is able to carry away, and toerefote 
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what is over and above they leave behind in theiif 
Stone-P)rramids : They catch their Fowls witlj 
Qijas n^ade of Horfe-hair, thefe are tied to the 
end of their Fifhing-rods, with which the FpwiU 
prs creep through the Rocks indifcernabiy, pu^- 
ting the Noofe over {heir Hearts and about t^iqaj 
Kecks, and fo draw them inftantlys they u^ 
like^vife Hair Gins which they fet upon f^airj 
Rocks, both die ends fattened by a Stone, • .arid 
fr catch forty qr fifty a Day with them. 

The Inhabitants, I muft tell you, run no fiflalj 
danger in quefl: of thefe Fowls and Eggs, info T 
much, that I fear it would be thought an &yfier* 
fak tp relate the Inacceffiblenefs, Steepnefs, and 
JJeight, of thofe formidable Rocks which th$j 
yentnre to climb. I my felf have feen fome of 
fhem climb up the Corner of a Rock with their 
Bapks to it, making ufe only of their Heels and 
~"!lbojffs ? without any other Afliftanee ; and* they 
iave this way acquired a Dexterity in climbing 
Ibejrond any I ever yet faw; Neceflity has mad^ 
\tfcein apply themfelves to this, and Cuftom has 
perf^ted them in it; fo that it is become familiar 
to tljem aUnoft from their Cradles, the young Boys 
at three Years old begin to climb the Walls of 
Houfes : Their frequent DiUcourfes of climbing, 
together with the fatal End of feveral in the Excr- 
ete of it, is the fame to them, as that of fighting 
and killing is with Soldiers, and is become as fa- 
miliar and lefs formidable to them, than other- 
wile certainly it would be, I faw two young 
.Men, to whofe fhare the Lots fell in June laft, 
for taking the Neft of a Hawk* which was in 4 . 
high Rock above the Sea, bringing home th? 
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Hafrks in a few Minutes, without any Aflift- 
ance at all* 

Their Dogs are likewifc very dextrous in climb* 
ine and bringing out from their Holes tliofe Fowls 
which build their Neds far under Ground, fuch 
as the Scraier, Puffinet, &c. which they carry 
in their Teeth to their Matters, letting them fall 
upon the Ground before them, though afleep. 

The Inhabitants fpeak the Irijh Tongue only*; 
they exprefs themfelves flowly but pertinently, 
and have the fame Language with thofe of Har- 
ries and other Ifles, who retain die Irijh in its 
Purity. 

Their Habit antiently was of Sheepfkins, which 
has been wore by feveral of the Inhabitants now 
living ; the Men at this Day wear a fhort Doublet 
reaching to their Waftc, about that a double Plait ' 
of Plad, both ends joined together with the 
Bone of a Fulmar ; this Plad reaches no further 
than their Knees, and is above the Waift girt with 
a Leather Belt; they wear Caps of the fame 
Colourand Shape with theCapucbines, but fhorter j 
and on Sundays they wear Bonnets ; fome of late 
have got Breeches, they are made wide and open 
at the Knees ; they wear Cloth Stockings, and 
go without Shoes in Summer; their Leather is 
drefled with the Roots of TormentiL 

The Women wear upon their Heads a Linnen 
Drefs, ftrait before, and drawing to a fmall point 
behind below the Shoulders, a Foot and an half 
in length, and a Lock of about fixty Hairs hang- 
ing down each- Cheek, to their Breafts, the lower 
end tied with a Knot; their Plad, which is the 
upper Garment, is fattened upon their Breafts 
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with a large round Buckle of Brafs in form of a 
Circle; the Buckles antiently worn by the Stew- 
ard's Wives were of Silver, but the prefent Stew** 
ard's Wife makes ho ufe of either this Drefs or 
Buckle. . The Women inhabiting this Ifle wear 
no Shoes nor Stockings in the Summer-time; 
their ordinary and only Shoes are made of the 
Necks of Solan Geefe, which they cut above the 
Eyes, the Crotirn of the Head ferves for the Heel, 
the whole Skin beingcut clofe at the Breaft, which 
end being fowed, the Foot enters into it, as into 
a piece of narrow Stocking; this Shoe does hot 
laft above five Days, and if the downy Side be 
next the Ground, then not above three or four; 
however, there are Plenty of them, fome thou- 
fands being patched, or, as they term it, Stolen 
every March. 

< Both Sexes wear coarfc Flannel Shirts, which 
they put off when they go to Bed; they thicken 
their Cloaths upon Flakes, or Mats of Hay twill- 
ed and woven together in fmall Ropes; they 
work hard at this Employment, firft making ufe 
of their Hands, and. then of their Feet; when 
they are at this Work, they commonly fing the 
whole time, one of their Number adling the Part 
of a prime Chantrefs, whom all the reft follow. 

. They place the Faces of their Dead towards the 
Eaft when they bury them, bewail their Rela- 
tions exceflively, and upon thefe Occafions make 
doleful Songs, which tney call Laments. Upon 
the News of the late Mack-Leod's Death, they 
abandoned their Houfes, and mourned two Days 
in the Fields, They kill a Cow, or a Sheep, 
before the Interment, uulefs it be in the Spring, 

when 
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^fe^atlu^CPremony is, on account of the Cafc, 
tie being *t that time poor aqd l^n, deferred 
tUJ they be#*ne fat . 

Theif qr#i%ry Food is Barley and fomc Qafc 
|tecad t^kf^ with Water; they eat all the Fowl, 
already 4ffcnhed, being dried in their Scone? 
Heufo?, without $my Salt or Spice to prefer?? 
them; ?a4 41 *h# r §ecf arid Mutton is eat frefli, 
after the f^Ofie Manfier they ufe the Giben y or FaJ: 
fif their Fowls; this G*&* is by cjaily Experience 
£bund to t>9 3 Sovereign Remedy for the Healing 
pf green Woijijds) it cured a Confer in ^n Inha- 
bitant of tjje Ifle of Lewis h and a Fijiula in one 
fsficbolfon of $fy, in St. Marys P^riih } this waf 
performed by j^^ Mack-Lean, burgeon there: 
^They bqil the Sea-plants, Z>#^£, and 5^^, melt* 
ing die Giben upon them inftead of Butter, aiu} 
Hpqn th? ftoots of Silver-weed and Dock boiled, 
ftnd alfp wk£ their §curvy-grais ftoved, which is 
very P^Tgatiye, 9p4 is here of an extraordinary 
£re*dth. They ufe this Giben with their Fife, 
gpd it k become the common Vehicle that conveys 
fill their Food down thpir Throats. They arc 
undone for want of Salt, of which as yet they are 
}>ut little fenfible ; they ufe no Set Times for their 
M#ds, J?i# are determined purely by their 
Appetites. 

Xh?y ufe only the Athes of Sea-<ware for Salt* 
lug the|r Cheefe, and the fhorteft only, which 
grows in the Rocks, is ufed by them; that being 
reckoned the mildeft- 

Their Drink is Water, or Whey, commonly: 
They breay Ale but rarely, tiling the Juice of 
Neftk-rwtSy which they put in a Difh with a littlp 
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Barlfcy-m£al Doughty thefe Svwens^ (I. jr. Flum*. 
fcery) being blended together, prbduce Yeft, 
which puts their Wort into a Ferment and lhakek 
^K>d/ Ale, which* when drank plentifully of, 
generally difpbfes them to dance merrily. 

They preferve the Solan Geefe in their Pyr&* 
thids For the Space of a Year, flitting them down 
fcfce Backj Tor they ftivfe no Salt to kteo theiA 
with. They have buflt above five hundred df 
*fce& Sfonte Pyramids fbr their Fowli, Eggs, &c. 

We mide particular Enquiry after the « umber 
tyf Solan X3eefe cohfumed by each family in thfe. 
Year ^Before we came there, and it amounted ih 
the whole to twenty two thoufahd fi* hundred, 
Vhfch^Aey feM was left T than the brdinaijr Nurfr- 
5fcter, agreattniny being 16ft by the fiadhefs of thfe 
Beafon, and the grcafc Current into ^hich ditto 
are obliged to be thrown when taken-, the Rock 
being of fo extraordinary aih Height, that they 
^canritft reach the Boat 

Tliere h one Boat fixteeft Ctrbfts jfong, whidi 
ferves the ivhole 'Commonwealth; 3t Is very fcttri- 
tmfiy tlftided into Apartments propctetfonable tx> 
their Lands and Rocks; every Individual lias bt$ 
Space diftinguifhed to a Hair's Breadth, Which 
his Neighbour cannot encroach fo/mtfph as to lay 
an Egg upon it. 

Every Partner in Summer *provldfes a Ifcrgt Triifc 
^to cover his Space of the Boat, thereby tiefendfnjj 
it from the Violence of the Sun, Which (ixr its 
Meridian Height) reflefts moft vehemently froifr 
the Sea, and Rode, upon which the Boat Kes$ 
at the drawing it'up, both Sexes are fcttfployed ih 
pullkigalong Rope at the Fere-*cnd; they afe 
l determined . 
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determined in uniting their Strength, by the 
Oyer, who is therefore excepted from his {hare 
in the Labour. 

There is but one Steel and Tinder-box in all 
this Commonwealth; the Owner whereof fails 
not upon every Occafxon to ftrike Fire in the lefler 
Ifles, to go there, and exaft three Eggs, or one 
of the lefler Fowls from each Man as a, Reward 
for his Service; this by them is called the Fire- 
Petmy y and this Capitation is very uneafy to diem; 
I bid them try their Chryftall with their Knives; 
which when they faw it produced Fire, they were 
not a little aftonifhed, and at the fame time, ac- 
cufing their own Ignorance, confidering the Quan- 
tity of Chryftal growing under the Rock of their 
Coafh This Difcovery has delivered them from 
the Fire-Penny Tax, and they arc now no longer 
liable to it. 

They have likewife a Pot-Penny Tax> which 
is exa&ed in the fame manner as the Fire-Penny 
was, but is much more reafonable; for the Pot is 
carried to the Inferior Ifles for the public Ufe, 
and is in hazard of being broken ; fo that the 
Owners may juftly exadt upon this fcore, fince 
any may venture his Pot when he pleafesv 

When they have beftowedfome Hours infowling 
about the Rock, and caught a competent Num- 
ber, they fit down near the Face of it to refrefh 
themfelves, and in the mean time they fingle out 
the fatteft of their Fowls, plucking them bare, 
which they carry home to their Wives, or Sweet- 
hearts, as a great Prefent, and it is always accept- 
ed very kindly from them, and could not indeed 
well be otherwife, without great Ingratitude, fee- 
ing 



5ng thefe Men ordinarily expofe thcmfelves to great ' 
Danger, if not to the Hazard of their Lives, to 
procure thofe Prefents for them. 

In the Face of the Rock, South from the Town, 
is the famous Stone, known by the Name of the 
Miftrefs-Stone ; it refembles a Door exaftly, and 
is in the very Front of this Rock, which is 
twenty or thirty Fathom perpendicular in height, 
the Figure of it being difcernable about the Dis- 
tance of a Mile : Upon the Lintel of this Door, 
every Batchelor-Wooer is, by an antient Cuftoitt, 
obliged in Honour to give a Specimen of his Af- 
fedtion for the Love of his Miftrefs, and it is thus: 
He is to ftand on his left Foot, having the ' one 
Half of it over the Rock, he then draws the right 
Foot towards the left, and in this Poftufe bow- 
ing, puts both his Fifts further out to the right 
Foot; after he has performed this, he has acquir- 
ed no fmall Reputation, being ever after account- 
ed worthy the fineft Woman in the World : They 
firmly believe this Achievement is always attend- 
ed with the defired Succefs. 

This being the Cuftom of the Place, one of 
the Inhabitants very gravely defired me to let him 
know the time limited by me for trying this Piece 
of Gallantry before I defigned to leave the Place, 
that he might attend me: I told him the Perform- 
ance would have a quite contrary Effedt upon me, 
by robbing me both of my Life and Miftrefs at 
the fame Moment; but he was of a contrary Opi- 
nion, and infifted on the good Fortune attending 
it; but I muft confefs all his Arguments were too 
weak to make me attempt the Experimept. 

They take their Meafures in going to thelefTer 
Iflands from the Appearance of the Heavens; for 

I when 
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jjrhen it is dear or cloudy in fuch a Quarter, it is 
a Prognoftic of Wind or fair Weather; and 
when the Waves are &igh on the Eait-poipt of 
tjie Bay, it is an infallible Sign of a Storm, espe- 
cially if they appear very White^ even though 
ijnfi Weather be at that time calm. 

If the Waves in the Bay make a Noife as they 
break before their beating upon the Shoar, it is 
an ; infallible Forerunner of a, W. Wind ; if a Black 
Cloud appears above th? South fide of th? Bay, 3 
S. Wind follows fbme Hours afterwards* It is 
obferved of the Sea betwixt St* K&la aid ihff 
IflLes Lewis, Harries* &c. that it rages moi;c with 
a K. Windy than when it blows from any other 
Quarter. And it is likewife obferved to be left 
raging wkh the S. Wind thap any other, 
. They know the Time of the Day by the Mo- 
tion of the Sun from one Hill or Rock to apotkerj 
upon either of thefe the Sun is obferved to ^ppqaf 
at different times; and when the Sun does not 
appear, they meafure the Day by the ebbing and 
flowing of the Sea, which they can tell exa£tly> 
though they fhould not fee the Shoar for f^me 
Days together: Their Knowledge of th* Tide* 
depends upon the Changes of the Moon,, which 
they are likewife very exa& in obferving. 

They ufe for their Diverfion fhort Clubs and 
Balls of Wood ; the Sand is a fair Field for this 
Sport and Exercife, in which they take great plea-? 
fure, and are very nimble at it> they play' for Eggs, 
Fowl, Hooks, or Tobacco ; and fb eager are 
they for Victory, that they ftrip themfelves tt> 
their Shirts to obtain it : They ufe fwimming and 
diving,, and are very expert in both* 

The 



The Women hate their ASfembEes in the Midw 
die of the Village, where thfey difcourfe of their 
Affairs, in the mean time employing their Diftaff, 
and fpinning in order to make their Blankets; they 
fing and jeft for Diverfion * and in their way un- 
derftand Poetry, and make Verfes. Both Men 
and Women are very courteous ; as often as they 
paffed by us every Day, they faluted us with their 
ordinary Compliment of God Jove you-, each df 
them making their refpe&ive Courtefies. 

Both Sexes have a great Inclination to Novelty; 
and, perhaps, any thing may be thought new 
with them that is but different from their way 
of managing Land, Catde, Fowl, ©V. A Parcel 
of them were always attending the Minifter and 
me, admiring our Habit, Behaviour, &c. In a 
word, all w£ did or faid was wonderful in their 
Efteem ; but above all, Writing was moft aftoniih- 
ins to them $ they cannot conceive how it is pof- 
fiWe for any Mortal to exprefs the Conceptions 
of his * Mind in fuch Black Characters upon 
White Paper. After they had with Admiration 
argued upon this Subjedt, I told them, that within 
the Compafs of two Years or lefs, if they pleafed, 
they might eafily be taught to read ana write, ' 
but they were not of the Opinion that either of 
them could : be obtained, at leaft by them, in 
an Age. 

The Officer, in his Embafly in July laft, travel- 
led fo far as to Land on the Continent next to Sky, 
«ndit was a long Journey for a Native of St. Kilda, 
for fcarce any of the Inhabitants have ever had the 
Opportunity of travelling fofar into the World. 

They obferved many wonderful things in the 
Courfe x of their Travels ; and think Mack-Leod\ 
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family is equivalent to that of aft Imperial Ccrtirt, 
and believe the King alone to be Superior to him: 
They fay his Lady wore fo ftrange a Lowland 
Drefs, that it was impoffible for them to defcribe 
it ; they admired Glafs Windows , hugely, and a 
Looking-Glafs to them was a Prodigy ; they were 
amazed when they faw Hangings covering a thick 
Wall of Stone and Lime, and condemned it as 
vain and fuperfluous. 

They. reckon the Year, Quarter, and Month, 
as in Great Britain. They compute the feveral 
Periods of Time by the Lives of the Proprietors 
and Stewards, of whofe greateft Actions they have 
a Tradition, of which they difcourfe with as great 
Satisfaction, as any Hiftorian refle&ing on the 
Ctefars, or greateft Generals in the World. 

They account Riding one of the greateft of earth- 
. ly Grandeurs, and told me with a ftrange Admi- 
ration, that Mack-Leod travelled not on foot, as 
they fuppofed all other Men did, and that they 
had feen feveral Horfes which were kept on pur-r 
pofe for him to ride upon, 

One of their Number, landing in *the Ifle of 
Harries , enquired who was the Proprietor of thofe 
Lands ? They told him, that it was MackrLeod ; 
which did not a little raife his Opinion of him. 
This Man afterwards, when he was in the Ifle of 
Sky j and had travelled fome Miles there, one 
Day ftanding upon an Eminence, and looking 
round about, fancied he faw a great Part of the 
World, and then aiked to whom thofe Land? ber 
longed ? and when one of the Company had aor 
quainted him, that Mack-Lecdv/as Mafter of thofe 
Lands alfo, the St. Kitya Man, lifting up his 
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'Eyes and Hands to Heaven, cried orif with' A<£ 
miration, O Mighty Prince ! <wbo art Majier : ef 
fuch vaft Territories ! .This he exprefled fo em- 
phatically in the Ifijh Language, that the faying 
from that time became a Proverb whenever any 
body ^would exprefs a Greatnefs and Plenitude 
of Power. 

One of the things they admired moft, was the 
Growth of Trees ; they thought the Beauty of the 
Leaves and Branches admirable, and how they 
grew to fuch a height above Plants, was far be^ 
yond their Conception : One of them, much af- 
toniflied, told me, that the Trees pulled him 
back as he travelled through the Woods : And 
they refolved once to carry fome few of them on 
their Backs to their Boats, and take them to St. 
Kilda, but upon fecond Thoughts, the Length of 
the Journey, being through the greateft Part of 
the Ifle of Sky, deterred them from this under- 
taking, for though they excel others in Strength, 
they are yet but bad Travellers on foot, being fo 
much unufcd to it. 

One of their Number travelling in the Ifle of Sky+ 
to the South Part of it, thought this a prodigious 
Journey ; and feeing in the oppofite Continent 
the Shire of.lnvernejs, divided from Sky only by a 
narrow Sea, enquired of the Company, if that 
was the Border of England. 

One of the St. Kilda Men, after he had taken 
a pretty large Dofe of Aqua-Vita, and was be- 
come very heavy with it, as he was falling into 
a Sleep, ahd fancying it to be his laft, exprefled 
to his Companions the great Satisfaction he had 
in meeting with fuch an eafy Paflage out of thi* 

World } 
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Wtir Id; Far* Aid he, it is attended with no kind 
if Pain. In fhort, their Opinion of foreign Ob- 
jects is as remote from the ordinary Sentiments 
of other Men as they are themfelves from aU 
foreign Converfe. 

. I muft not omit acquainting die Reader, that 
the Accoufct given of the Sailors Rudencfe to the 
Inhabitants has created great Prejudices in them 
«gainft Seamen in general; and though I endear 
voured to bring them into fame good Opinion of 
them, it will not be improper to fpeak of die 
Terms upon which the Inhabitants are refolved 
to receive Strangers. They will admit of no Num- 
ber exceeding ten, and they too muft be unarm- 
ed, or the Inhabitants wfli oppofe them with all 
their Might; but if any Number, not exceeding 
the above, come peaceably, and with good De- 
figns, they may expedt Water and Fire Gratis, 
and what elfe the Place affords* on the eafieft 
Terms in the World* 

The Inhabitants of St. Kilda r are much hap- 
pier than the generality of Mankind, being al- 
moft the only People in the World who feel the 
Sweetnefs of true Liberty : What the Condition 
of the People in the Golden Age is feigned by the 
Poets to be, that theirs really is, I mean, in In** 
nocency and Simplicity, Purity, mutual Love and 
cordial Friendfhip, free from felicitous Cares, 
and anxious Covetoufneis; from Envy, Deceit, 
and Diflimulation; from. Ambition and Pride, 
and the Confequences that attend them. They 
are altogether ignorant of the Vices of Foreigners, 
and governed by the Dictates of Reafon and 
Chriftiantity, as it was firft delivered to them by 

i thofe 
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thofe Heroic Souls whofe Zeal moved them to un- 
dergo Danger and Trouble to'plant Religion here 
in one of the remoteft Corners of the World. 

There is this only wanting to make them the 
happieft People, in .this habitable Globe, viz. 
Tfcat th?y themfelves do not know how happy 
t^ey ace, and how much they are above thq Ava- 
rice and Slavery, of the reft of Mankind. Their 
way of living makes them contemn Gold and 
Silver, d$ below the Pignity of hunwa Nature; 
they liv©' bv the Mijpificenqe of Heaven* and 
hove noDebgAs upon one another, but (uchas are 
purely fuggeftcd by Juft|ce and Benevolence. 

There being about thirty of the Inhabitants 
one Day together in the Ifle Soa> they efpied a 
M$a with a Grey* Coat and Phd/ in a Shirt, 
ffa^tingt o& the Sea uppn hi^ Belly, and faw like- 
wile % Mall pecking at his Neqk; this Vifion 
continued above a Quarter of an Hour, and thea 
difappearedj but fhortly after, one of the Spe^r 
tators chanced to fall into the Sea* and being 
drowned, refembled the forewarning Vifion i# 
all things, and the Mall was alfo feen upon his 
Neck; this was told roe by the Steward foa^ 
Years before, and afterwards was confirmed .to m« 
by fuch as were themfelves Eye-\yitnefles of it. 

None of the Inhabitants pretended to th$ 
Second Sight, except Roderick the Impoftor, and 
one Woman, and file told her Neighbours that 
fhe law, fome Weeks before our coming, a Boat 
(different from that of the Steward) with fqmflf 
Strangers in it, drawing near to their Ifle. 
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jin Account of one Roderick, fup+ 
pofed to have had Converfation 
with a Familiar Spirit , and 
pretending to be fent by St. 
John the Baptift with new Re* 
delations and Di/coperies. 



AF T E R our landing, thfe Minifter and 
I, according to bur firft Refolution, ex- 
amined the Inhabitants apart concerning the new 
pretended Religion delivered to them by their 
falfe Prophet. 

All of them, Young as well as Old, both 
Men and Women, uhanimdufly agreed in the 
following Account: They heartily congratulated 
the Minifter's Arrival, and at the fame time de- 
clared their Abhorence of the Impoftor's Delu- 
fions, and with repeated Inftances begged for the 
Lord's fake that he might be for ever removed 
out of the Ifle. 

This Impoftor is a comely, well-proportioned 
Fellow, red-haired, and exceeding all the In- 
habitants of St. Kilda in Strength, Climbing, &c> 
He is illiterate, and under the fame Circumftances 
with his Companions ; for he had not fo much as 
the Advantage of ever feeing any of the Weftern 
Ifles$ all his Converfation being with the Stew- 
ard's 
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ard's Retinue <>nly> who were as ignorant of Let- 
ters as himfelf. 

. In the eighteenth Year of his Age, he took the 
Liberty of going to fifli on a Sunday (a Practice 
altogether unknown in St. Kilda) ; and he aflerts, 
that in his return homeward, a Man in Lowland 
Drefs, i. e. z. Cloak and Hat, appeared to him 
upon the Road ; at this unexpected Meeting, Ro- 
derick fell flat on the Ground in great Diforder ; 
the Man defired him not to be furprized at his 
Prefence, for that he was "John the Baptifl imme- 
diately come from Heaven with good Tidings t6 
the Inhabitants of that Place, who had been for 
a long time kept in Ignorance and Error; that he 
had Commiflion to inftruft Roderick in the Laws of 
Heaven for the Edification of his Neighbours: 
Roderick anfwered, That he was no way qualified 
for fo great a Charge; but the pretended Baptijl 
defired him to be of good Courage, for that he 
would inftantly make him capable for his Miflion, 
and then delivered to him the following Scheme, 
in which Roderick fo mixed the laudable Cuftoms 
of the Church with his own Diabolical Inven- 
tions, that it became impofiible for fo ignorant a 
People, to diftinguifli the one frorti the other. 

The firft and principal Command he impofed 
upon them, was that of the Friday's Faft, which hs 
.enjoined with fuch Stri&nefs, as not tp allow one 
of them to tafte any kind of Food before Night, 
no, not fo much as a SnufF of Tobacco, which 
they love extremely; this bare Faft, without any 
religious Exercife attending it, was the firft Badge 
and Cognizance of his Followers. He perfuaded 
the People, that fome of their d?ceafed Neigh- 
bours were nominated Saints in Heaven, and Ad- 
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vocates for thofe who fdrvived; he told them, 
every one had his refpeCtive Advocate; that the 
Anniverfary of every Saint was to be comme- 
morated by every Perfon under whofe Tutelage 
he was reputed to be. And this is obferved by 
treating the Neighbours with a plentiful Enter- 
tainment of Beef or Mutton, Fowls, &c. the 
Impoftor himfelf being ever the chief Gueft at 
the Feaft ; from whence a Share of the Provifion 
. was punctually fent to his Wife and Children ; 
the Number of Sheep ordinarily confumed on 
thefe Occafions was proportionable to the Abi- 
lity of him that beftowcd them. 

He impofed likewife feveral Penances which 
fhey were obliged to fubmit to, under pain of 
being expelled from the Society of his Congre- 
gation, which he pretended to be founded upon 
no lefs Authority than that of St. John the Bap- 
iifiy and threatened to ihfliCt the fevereft Judg- 
ments upon thofe who fliould prove refractory, 
and not obey his Injunctions. 

The ordinary Penance he impofed upon them, 
was making them ftand in cold Water, without 
any Regard to the Seafon, during his Pleafure ; 
and if there were more of them upon whom this 
Severity was to be inflicted, they were to pour 
cold Water upon one another's Heads till they had 
fatisfied his tyrannical Humour. This Diaboli- 
cal Severity was Evidence enough, that he was 
fent by him who is the Father of Lies, and was a 
Murtherer from the beginning. 

He commanded that every Family fliould flay 
a Sheep upon the Threshold of their Doors, but 
a Knife muft not fo much as touch it $ he would 
have them only make ufe of their crooked Spades 
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for their Inftruments to kill them with; for 
which, if duly confidered, there is nothing mors 
improper, the Edge with which he commanded 
the Sheep's Neck to be cut being almoft half an 
Inch thick. Now this was to be done in the 
Evening, and if either Young or Old had tafted 
a Bit of the Meat of it that Night, the equivalent 
Number of Sheep were to be flain the following 
Day* after the former Manner. 

He forbid the Ufe of the Lord's Prayer, Creed, 
and Ten Commandments, and inftead of them 

frefcribed diabolical Forms of his own. His 
rayers and rhapfodical Forms were often blended 
wit!h the Names of God, our blefled Saviour, 
and the immaculate Virgin; he ufed the Irijh 
word Pherficbiriy i. e. Verfes, which is not known 
in St. ' Kilda, nor in the North- Weft Iiles, ex- 
cept to fuch as can read the Irifo Tongue. But 
what feemed moft remarkable, in his obfcure 
Prayers, was his mentioning E L I> with the 
Character of our Preferven He ufed feveral un- 
intelligible Words in his Devotions, of which he 
could not tell the Meaning himfelf; faying only, 
that he had received them implicitely from St. 
John the Baptifl> and delivered them before his 
Hearers without any Explication. 

He taught the Women a Devout Hymn, which 
he called the Virgin Mary's, as fent from herj 
.this Hymn was never delivered in public, but 
• always in a private Houfe, or fome remote Place 
. where no Eye could fee them but that of Heaven ; 
he perfuaded the innocent Women that it was of 
. fuch Merit and Efficacy, that any one who was 
able to repeat it by heart, would not die in Child- 

K 2 * bearing : 



.L-^_ 



[7*1 

bearing: And every Woman paid a Sheep to the 
Irnpoftor for teaching her the Hymn. 

The Place and Manner of teaching this Hymn 
afforded him a fair Opportunity of debauching 
many of the fimple Women 5 and this fome of 
their Number acknowledged to the Miniftcr and 
me upon Examination. 

He prefcribed to all his Auditory, long Rhimes, 
which he called Pfalms ; thefe he ordinarily fung 
at his rhapfodical Preachments. 

He endeavoured to alter the common way of 
burying, viz. in placing the Faces of the Dead 
to the Eaft, and would have perfuaded them to 
place them to the South, and that he might pre- 
vail the more with them fo to do, he fet the Bodies 
of thofe of his own Family who happened tp die, 
in that Pofition $ but the Inhabitants would never 
follow his Example in this, but continued their 
former Practice, 

He perfuaded the Women, that if in all things 
they complied with his new Revelation, they 
fhould be undoubtedly carried to Heaven, and 
that in their Journey thither they were to pafs 
through the Firmament riding upon White Hprfes. 
Thefe and many more fuch Whims he impofed 
upon the , People, ' of which this is a fliort 
Abftract. 

This unhappy Fellow to confecrate his Enter- 
prize, pitched upon a little rifing fpot of Ground, 
which he called John the> Bapiifi x s Bujh 5 * upon 
which he faid thefe Oracles were delivered to 
him. This Bufh was from that time forward 
believed to be holy Ground, and muft not be 
trod upon by any of their Cattle; if by chance 
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one of them happen to touch it, it was forthwith 
to be flain and eaten by Roderick and the Owners ; 
and if any proved refradtory, and were refolved 
to fpare their Cattle, a tnoft dreadful Commina- 
tion was iflued out againft them, of being thence- 
forward excluded from any further Fellowfhip 
with him, until they fhould acknowledge their 
^Faults, and comply with his luxurious Defires, 
which to difobey he made them believe was 
damnable. It was reckoned meritorious for any 
body to reveal thofe who had tranfgrefled the 
Orders given by him. [ 

This Impoftor continued for feveral Years, 
without Controul, to delude thefe innocent well- 
meaning People, until at lafl his villanous Defign 
upon the Women was found out, which" he in- 
tended to accomplifli under the Maik of the de- 
vout Hymn he taught them, and was firft dis- 
covered by the Officer's Wife, who the Impoftor 
firft made a Profelyte of to his falfe Dodxines, and 
after that would have debauched her from her 
conjugal Fidelity. This Woman was fo heroi- 
cally virtuous, as to communicate his lewd De- 
fign to her Hufband, who ordered the Matter fo 
as to be in a Room hard by at the time he fup- 
pofed Roderick' would becoming, where he con- 
tinued till this Letcher began to carefs his Wife, % 
and then he thought himfelf obliged feafonably to 
appear to her Refcue, and boldly reproved the 
Impoftor for his wicked Praftices, which were . 
fo widely contrary to his Profeffion, and that up- 
on the whole it appeared he had no true Miffion. 

The Impoftor was very much furprized at this 
unexpe&ed and fatal Difappointment, which put 
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vhim into an extream Difordcr, infomuch that he 
afked the Officer's Pardon, acknowledged hjs 
Crime, and promifed never to attempt the lifae . 
again. The Officer continued to upbraid him, 
telling him, he wa$ inftigated by the Devil; that 
Innocence and Chaftky were always the Effc£t$ qf 
true Religion, and that the contrary Pra&ices 
were countenanced only by falfe Prophets; and 
that now no other Proof was waating of his be- 
ing a notorious Deceiver : However the Impoftof s 
great Reputation prevailed with the Officer to 
patch up a Friendfhip, for the Continuance of 
.which he condefcended to be Roderick's Sponfor 
at the Baptifm of one of his Children; of which 
Ceremony an Account has been given: When 
-there is no Opportunity of being Sponfor Jo each 
other, and it is thought neceflary to enter into 
Bonds of Friendfhip at Baptifm, the Inhabitants 
of the Weilern Ifles fuppiy this Ceremony by 
tailing a Drop of each, other's Blood. 

Notwithftanding the Friendfhip thus patched 
up between the Officer and Roderick, the latter's 
Mifcarriages got .air, which adminiftred Occafion 
to the moft thinking among them, to doubt much 
of his Miffion ; his Father, who was reputed a 
-very honeft Man, told him frequently, that he 
,was a Deceiver, and would come to a fatal End, 
For this Impoftor once prophefied that one of the 
Inhabitants (whofe Name I have heard) fhould 
be killed in a Battle, to be fought in the Ifle of 
Harries, within a limited Space of Time; the un- 
thinking Man relying on this infallible Oracle, 
ventured more defperately on the Rock than ufual, 
^fancying he could not fall, but it fo happened 
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tt&t hfe tumbled ovfct and Was drowned, at which 
ttte Ifcha&itants Wdre a good deal alarmed; . but 
the Impoftor ftill continued in the Exercife of 
his pretended Miffion. 

unfc of the Inhabitants called Muldonkb, alias 
Ltwis, Goufin-German to this Mart, had a Ewe 
Which btought forth three Lambs at one time, 
Which were feen feeding upon the facred Bufh, but 
Lbwis rfcfufed to comply with the Order for killing 
thfe Sheep, and had the Boldnefs to aver, that it 
Was an unreafonable Piece of Wof (hip to deftroy 
fo many Cattle, and deprive the Owhers of their 
Property, adding wkhal, that he never heard any 
fuch thing prldtifed in any of the Weftern Ifle9 
tepon a Religious Account. The Impoftor infifted* 
that the heavenly Command was to be obferved 
by aril his Followers, adding the dreadful Threat- 
ning againft fuch as proved difobedient ; but 
Lewis neverthelefs remained obftinate, chufing 
to be excluded from fuch Worfhip, rather than 
kill his Sheep. 

The filly People expe&ed no lefs than a fpeedy 
Judgment to befall this Recufant, /but when no- 
thing enfued upon his Difobedience, they all be* 
gah to have a lefs Veneratk>h for the Impoftor 
than before; ahdbegan to think within themfelves, 
that they might as well have ventured to run 
the feme rifqae with Lewis for the Prefervation 
bf their Cattle. 

Notwithstanding this notorious Villainy, the 
Impoftor continued to maintain his Authority, 
till ofte Night (for it was always at Night, that 
he kept his Religious Mefetkigs) by a fpecki 
Pi-evidtfnce, a Boy of the Ifle of Harries, (who 
2 had 
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had (laid with his Father a Year in St. Kilda; and 
was employed in mending their Boat) happened 
to go into the Houfe where Roderick was preach* 
ing; the Boy lurked in the dark, and gave his 
Father an account of what he had heard, at leaft 
fo far as he could remember; which the Boy's 
Father communicated to the Steward upon his 
Arrival, who being highly concerned at the Re- 
lation given him, carried Roderick along with 
him to the Ifle of Sky before the late Mack-Leod, 
who forbid him from that time forward .to preach 
any more, on pain of Death. 

This was a fenfible Mortification, as well as 
Difappointment to the Impoftor, who had flat- 
tered himfelf that Mack-Leod would hear him 
E reach, and expected no lefs than to perfuade 
im to become a Proffilyte as he has fince con- 
feflfed. 

This Fellow aflerts, t that every Night after he 
had aflembled the People, he heard a Voice 
without, faying, Come you out; which when he 
heard, he had no Power to ftay within; and that 
after his going forth, John the Baptift always 
met him, and inftru&ed him what he fhould fay 
to the People at that particular Meeting. He fays, 
that St. John ufed to repeat the Difcourfe to him 
only once, which he owns he could fcarcely re- 
member one Sentence of, and therefore he en- 
quired of the Saint how to behave himfelf in this 
Cafe; that the anfwer was, Go, you have it $ which 
the Impoftor believing, was upon his return able 
to deliver fluently all he had heard, and would 
continue, after his own way, for feveral Hours 
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together, to preach until he had Med moft of 
his Hearers to fleep. 

When the Earthquake before-mentioned Was 
over, one of the Inhabitants enquired of him with 
Admiration}, how the Rock was made to tremble ? 
He anfwered, that it was the Effect of pleafant 
Mufick played by a devout Saint in a Church 
under Ground : His Neighbour owned his Love 
for Mufick, but heartily wiflied never to hear 
any more of this kind, which carried fo great 
Terror along with it. 

The Impoftor owned the Truth of all this Ac- 
count, firft to the Minifter and me, and then 
publickly after divine Service, in the Prefence of 
all the Inhabitants, and fuch as were come to 
that Place from the Ifle of Harries. The Minifter 
and Congregation jointly prayed for Repentance 
and Pardon to this poof Wretch, which when 
ended, we carried him and all the Inhabitants to 
the Bufli pretended to be facred ; he himfelf, 
leading the Van, was commanded to demolish 
that Wall which he had ordered to be built round 
the faid Bufli (which otherwife would in a fhort 
time have proved a Purgatory, to have robbed 
them of all their Goods) which he and the Inha- 
bitants did in the Space of an Hour ; we made 
them fcatter the Stones up and down in the Field, 
kft their Pofterity might fee fuch a Monument 
of Folly and Ignorance. We reproved the cre- 
dulous People for complying implicitly with fuch 
Follies and Delufions as were delivered to them 
by the Impoftor; and all of them with one Voice 
anfwered* that what they did was unaccountable j 
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but feeing ohc of their own Number and Stamp* 
in all refpe&s, endued, as they fancied, with a . 
powerful Faculty of preaching fo fluently and 
frequently, and pretending to coiwerfe with John 
the Baptifiy they were induced to believe his. 
Miflion from Heaven, and therefore complied, 
with his Commands without Difpute, and the 
rather, as he did not attempt to change their 
Laws of Neighbourhood. 

They now regret their wandering, and hope 
that God may pardon their Error, as what they 
did was With a Defign (though a miftaken one) 
to ferve him. 

They are now overjoyed to find themfelves un- 
deceived, and the Light of the Gofpel reftored to 
them, as it was at firft delivered to their An- 
ceftors by the firft Chriftian Monks, who had. 
gone thither to inftruA them. 

This Impoftor is a-J^oet, and alfo endued with 
that rare Faculty of enjoying the Second Sights 
which makes it the more probable that he was 
haunted by a familiar Spirit, It hath been ob- 
ferved of him, before his Impofture was difcover- 
ed, that fo often as he was employed by the 
Steward to jgo to, or return from, Harries, they 
were always expofed to the greateft Dangers by 
violent Storms, being at one time driven fifty 
Leagues to the N. E. and by fpecial Providence 
were at laft caft upon the little Ifle Rona, twenty 
Leagues N. E. of Lewis-, the Steward's Wife, 
and all his Crew reflecting upon thefe Dangers 
fince the Difcovery of his Impofture, could never 
be prevailed upon to receive him again into their 
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Boat. They often intreated Mr. Campbell and 
me not to admit him into our Boat, but we did 
not yield to thefe Fears, for we received and 
brought him along with us, and afterwards de- 
livered him to the Steward's Servants in the Ifle 
of Pabby in Harries, where he remains {till in 
Cuftody in order to his Trial*. 
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